The Rustler Association Newsletter No.1

The response to my original questionnaire in February was very encouraging, with almost all returned, and the majority of owners were interested in the idea of a Class Association. So far this boasts 20 paid—up members, at an initial subscription of £2.50. Thanks to an extra donation from Mr. R.A. Howard, owner of RUSTLER OF WESSEX, I have been able to send this first Newsletter to all known Rustler owners and confidently await a dramatic rise in membership Comments and contributions for Newsletter No.2, due out February/March 1987, gratefully accepted also.

Progress continues on the Class Register, with additions and alterations to the May listing below. From somewhat patchy information supplied by Holman &, Pye it seems probable that 56 Rustler 31s have been built to date, 36 by Anstey Yachts and 20 by Maltings Boats. I have so far been able to trace the owners of 43 of them, not counting those of the three yachts known to have been lost. I also have hopes that a further four may come to light through previous owners, whilst six seem to have disappeared completely and are probably abroad.

NAME


Year


Hull colour

Sail No.

Previous names if any 

Home port — usual cruising area

Current owner is known

AISLING

1969


White


K683

Torquay

<<<name and address removed>>>

BIGIF


1979 


White

currently for sale)
Holland

<<<name and address removed>>>

BOLERO

1983


White


6646Y

(currently for sale)
Wallasea, Crouch — East Coast

<<<name and address removed>>>

CALLISTO

1973
(in addition to CALLISTO MIO)

<<<name and address removed>>>

DUSTER

1966


White

Willemstad,

Dr. P.H. Dros, Laan van Nederhoven 4, Zwyndrecht, Netherlands

EUMENIDES

1971


Blue


l526Y

Beaulieu River — Solent and West Channel

<<<name and address removed>>>

FARRAGO

1969


White


465

West Mersea — North Sea and Channel

<<<name and address removed>>>
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JOLIE FILLE


1967

Owner not yet traced.

LAMBAY II


1968

Owner not yet traced.

NIRA.



1967 

White


366

ex Swan of Jura,
Helford River

ex Outrider, ex Eurnenides

<<<name and address removed>>>

VANITI


1980

Beige


681C

Blankenberge — Belgium/East Coast/East Channel

<<<name and address removed>>>

YEGG



1979

White

River Dart

<<<name and address removed>>>

ZEPHRYA


1985

White


8524Y

Torquay — South West

<<<name and address removed>>>

ZUNI



1966

Owner not yet traced — believed to be in U.S.A.

Please let me know of any changes or corrections to addresses, details etc for inclusion in the next Newsletter using our Hampshire address: c/o Avonsleigh, Ramley Road, Lymington, Hants SQ41 8LH. We live aboard WRESTLER OF LEIGH year round, and hope to be wintering in the Lady Bee Marina, Sussex (in the eastern arm of Shoreham Harbour) and to have a telephone aboard: Brighton 597077. Do visit us if you’re in the area, but please ring first and we can tell you how to find us.

Incidentally, whilst the last thing I want to do is run a brokerage service, it would help the Association to know of Rustlers for sale and also of serious potential owners. At present I know of two couples selling smaller boats who are thinking of replacing them with Rustlers — if they can find them. So do let me know should you be thinking of selling, and if you hear of anyone looking for a second—hand Rustler put them in touch, and I’ll pass the details on.

ACCESS TO PLANS

It may be of interest to know that the Association has access to a number (though not all) of the original plans and line drawings, and anyone wanting measurements or details from these should get in touch.

SLINGING — ADVICE FROM HOLMAN & PYE

The aft sling should be positioned 12” to 18” forward from the aft end of the keel. The forward sling should be under the aft end of the forehatch line.
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FROM PAUL ANSTEY SON OF THE ORIGINAL BUILDER

I thought you might like to know a little about the origins of the Rustler.

My father and a crew from Poole, including myself, sailed “Whiplash”, the original North Sea 24, in the RORC races, Cowes Week and Burnham Week in 1964. Following the success of “Whiplash” Dad arranged with Kim Holman to build the North Sea 24 in fibreglass. The original plug was built by Bob Hoare in Bournemouth. The tooling and most of the Anstey built Rustlers were moulded by Thames Marine in Canvey Island. We built the first few boats in a large leaky tin shed next door to Poole Yacht Club in Hamworthy. Later we moved to the old bus depot, in the centre of Poole, where the photo of boats under construction was taken. This building was badly damaged in a fire in about 1972 hut by that time we had almost stopped building the Rustler in favour of more competitive designs.

[photo of rustlers under construction]

Our first shipwright was Ron May, and he and Wally Cartwright were always the mainstay of Anstey Yachts. Both apprenticed in the war building patrol boats at Poole Powerboats and went on to become foremen at Newmans Yard where they built hundreds of wooden boats. That the Rustlers have held up so well is in great part due to their care and knowledge.

Despite the technical skill and craftsmanship of Bob Hoare the Rustler hull mould was not perfect. When we came to install the first pushpit, made by Lewmar, it did not fit. After much toing and froing to adjust and remake the pushpit it was discovered that the boat was about two inches longer on the starboard side. Henceforth all the pushpits were made on a small section of deck made especially for Lewmar and kept in the welding shop. All Rustler pushpits are lopsided.

We sold one Rustler to a couple from California. They took delivery of her in Poole and lived aboard at the town quay for several months. The boat kept getting lower and lower in the water as they loaded more and more “essential” equipment and stores aboard. We had pretty much decided that they would never leave when one day they were gone. A series of postcards from different ports
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along the way and a final letter from San Francisco reported a successful voyage. I am sure that is one Rustler that is still in California. I believe we sold only one other Rustler to an American and shipped it to a port on the East Coast of the United States.

RUSTLER OF ARNE was originally owned by my father and Kim Holman, and we sailed her out to Grenada in 1967. The crossing was uneventful and despite three days of calm we still managed 19 days from Las Palmas in the Canaries to Barbados. On arriving at Carlisle Bay we could not wait to blow up the dinghy and get ashore — it was 11am on Christmas Eve. RUSTLER OF ARNE was chartered in Grenada for several years before being sold to a local owner.

One of the last Rustlers we built was Stetson (now SABLE). She had a slightly lighter hull, a double spreader fibreglass mast and a custom interior. We built her specifically to race and did quite well, certainly better than could have been expected, as she was competing with the new breed of fin keel boats. We raced the whole season about five minutes behind David Edwards (now Commodore of the RORC and also a former Rustler owner) in his new fin keel Carter design. I had a special affection for Stetson as I designed her interior and built much of her myself at weekends.

SABLE’s current owner takes up her story ……
E.M.Hughes

A word about SABLE, the odd one out. Russell Anstey built her for his own use in 1968 as a flat—out offshore racer, following the success he had had with his first boat RUSTLER OF WESSEX, which won her class in the 1967 Fastnet. With SABLE, or Stetson as she was then called, he moved the mast a foot further aft and keel stepped it, and gave her a narrow double—spreader rig with the shrouds going to the middle of the side decks so that he could sheet a genoa cut to the decks inside the lifelines. Down below she was a spartan racer with seven berths: two pipecots forward, two settees and two pilot berths and a quarter berth, with a forward facing chart table. The galley had no sink, just a cooker on a shelf.

When I bought her in 1975 I completely rebuilt the accommodation with a conventional five berth layout in varnished teak, and fitted a big Sabb diesel. I took the shrouds out to the sides and fitted headsail roller reefing gear and she is now a very comfortable cruiser in which my wife and I have cruised the Western Channel for the last ten years without additional crew. We find her an excellent sea boat, easily handled and still with a fair turn of speed.

(SABLE is now for sale. “Rustler 31, 1968 but completely rebuilt with varnished teak interior. Sabb l8hp diesel, excellent condition. £16,950” from Yachting Monthly, August 1986)

TRYSAIL WANTED

Whilst touching on the subject of racing, does anyone have a trysail in reasonably good condition that they would be willing to lend, hire or even sell us? We need to carry one on the Azores and Back Race starting on 6th June 1987, though fervently hope not to have to use it. Contact Anne Hammick, WRESTLER OF LEIGH, at the address on Page 2.
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GRP MAST MODIFICATION

THRASHER is an early Rustler, No.3 to be exact, launched in 1966 and raced successfully by her previous owners. Until 1985 she carried her original Swedish grp mast, but going hard to windward in F6 and heavy seas last summer off Cape Cornwall it fractured at the gooseneck. Owner Peter Gibbard writes:

When THRASHER lost her fibreglass mast the pieces indicated a modification needed to stop the same thing happening to anyone else with one of these masts. The gooseneck track has a vertical backing strip inside the mast. Lateral stress on the gooseneck track puts an unfair stress on the fibreglass. The track needs to be removed to inspect the fibreglass for any vertical cracks at the end of the track. Then the simplest way of adding strength would be to fit a piece of 1/16” stainless steel plate under the track with self—tapping screws at the outer edges.

[diagram]

WATER BALLAST?

Chris Moores, owner of TOURNEL, would be interested to know if anyone else has found water in their ballast keel. On having TOURNEL’s hull sandblasted in preparation for epoxy painting he found a lightly plugged hole beneath the keel, and on clearing it was surprised to have several pints of water drain out. He suspects it had seeped down from a depression above the forward end of the keel, under the sole in the forecabin, which is not provided with limber holes.

Several owners have also mentioned rudders that fill with water. This seems potentially damaging to the interior grp, and particularly so in any yacht kept ashore during the winter when the water could freeze. We hope to have cured this one with liberal use of filler, epoxy paint and International two—pot, but haven’t removed WRESTLER’s rudder since to check. Perhaps in any case the pintles are to blame? The very earliest boats had wooden rudders so are spared this particular worry

TALU — A PROBLEM SOLVED


Commander D.N.A. Cox

TALU was, until 1984, a Lloyds 100A yacht and in the two-yearly surveys the surveyor found cracking in the gel coat forward on the starboard side in 1976 and on the port side in 1978. He reckoned this was caused by thumping into a head sea and the yacht panting. The remedy was to remove the gel coat down to the laminate to see how far it had gone and then repaint with epoxy and finally International two—pot, and on the inside to fit hefty new stringers in the fore cabin and additional small bulkheads in way of the drawers forward. Since fitting these we haven’t had any more difficulties.
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INTRODUCING THE RUSTLER - 21 YEARS AGO

(From a review by Bill Mison published in Yachting Monthly, December l965)

From the same design stable as Class III winners “Whiplash”, “Golden Samphire” and “Casino”, this masthead Bermudian sloop has the lines and performance of a Kim Holman thoroughbred and wi1l rate shout 20.0 RORC Class III. Of one-piece moulded glass fibre hull with encased and glassed-in 2.5 ton lead keel, and one-piece deck and superstructure, she is exquisitely finished with a all teak weather trim and internal furniture. Moulding and completion are to Lloyds 100A1 specifications and supervision.

Shrouds are buckled to eyeplates bolted through the decks just inboard of the gunwales, the forestay as usual to the stemhead and twin backstays to the transom quarters. Standing rigging and all deck fittings, mostly by Lewmar, are of stainless steel. Regulation pulpits and guard rails, full-length coachroof handrails, a spacious foredeck, wide side and aft decks with a forward-opening coachroof forehatch combine to make working ship in rough weather safe and comfortable.

Accommodation below, although planned for a racing crew, offers real comfort for family cruising. Full headroom, a settee berth each side, and a pilot berth portside with lockers below, shelves above and a folding table hinged to the bulkhead assure ample living, feeding and sleeping comfort. As befits such a craft, the navigator is well accommodated with a cushioned seat abaft the Starboard settee, with all his instruments, mostly Brookes & Gatehouse, on the aft half bulkhead, full-sized chart table with drawers below, lockers and shelves, and sited within vocal distance of the helmsman.

Bucking the overfalls of tide against wind in a Force 4-5 north-easterly while on trial off Poole Harbour she made over 6 knots on a fine reach with well set up main and No.2 genoa, went about immediately and performed all trial manoeuvres perfectly. On course on a broad reach slight weather helm was trimmed out and thereafter she sailed herself, heeling gently to occasional gusts with a nice degree of stiffness. Going about, she ran well in the tumble and indicated a dry ship in rough weather.

With everything nautical and material that a racing/cruising sailor wants, deck fittings, halyard and sheet winches, adjustable sheet tracks, all by Gibb or Lewmar, those new terylene sheets with that cottony feel, main and genoa by Cranfield & Carter, Gowen, or Ratsey & Lapthorn to choice and ready for sea at £15,500, she is exceptionally good value. The bare bull with deck superstructure married and main bulkheads and lead keel bonded in is available to any reputable builder for £2,500.

AND MORE THAN 20 YEARS ON (Yachting Monthly Used Boat Guide, April 1986)

Introduced in 1964 as a grp development of the wooden North Sea 24, the Rustler was an RORC racer in a similar mould to the Twister, all three boats being by Kim Holman. Full keeled and with a transom-hung rudder, by today’s standards she is a long-legged cruiser with good offshore attributes, particularly in the comfortable, if small, interior. She had an excellent chart table, a good galley for her era, three berths in the saloon and two in the forecabin. An excellent and very solidly built long-distance cruiser which commands good second-hand values. Price guide: £17,000 to £23,000.

NB: Few of the other 160-odd designs listed in the Used Boat Guide merited one “excellent”, let alone two!
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It’s amusing to see from the early (1967) sales brochure that even the “racing crew” were allowed certain comforts. Alongside the more mundate items is listed a “Cocktail locker with space for bottles and glasses, drop front, making additional flat surface”, whilst the gal1ey, as well as coming complete with crockery for four, allowed “space for fitting ice-box or small refridgerator beside sink”. The chart table was considered a “special feature, with upholstered seat and back, chart drawer and bookshelves”.

For undisturbed nights in harbour the 25lb plough anchor came “complete with 30 fathoms of 5/16” tested short-link chain”, (a generous allowance by today’s standards) “together with set of fenders, boathook, bucket, deck brush, flagstaff and lifebuoy” - no excuse not to keep a new Rustler clean and smart.

As a finishing touch, and included in “ready for sea at £5,500” came the “transom written with boat name and/or Club or Port. Colour of this and cavita line to choice”.

CAVITATION

Getting back to more serious subjects, this is one problem which almost all the Rustlers we’ve met seem to suffer from to some degree. The wide variety of engines fitted, and presumably of both two and three-bladed propellors, does not seem to have cured the problem.

When we had a new Bukh 20hp diesel fitted immediately after buying WRESTLER OF LEIGH in December 1982, to replace her original petrol engine, the makers recommended a 16” diameter x 12” pitch two-bladed propellor, which would simply not have fitted in the apperture. Instead we were advised to fit a three-bladed 15” x 14”, but as this gave her about 4½ knots at idling speed and tremendous vibration at anything faster, we had it cut down to 14” x 14”, which got rid of most, though not all, of the cavitation. We seldom run her at mare than 1800 revs even so. Sometime after launching the previous owner found and sent to us the buyer’s survey he had commissioned in 1973, in which the surveyor mentioned that he thought part of the apperture had been filled in, something our surveyor had missed. Had we known this earlier we would probably have removed the filler to fit the recommended propellor, and may yet do so in the future, in spite of a reluctance to disturb WRESTLER’s four coats of epoxy.

However Mr. A.C.F. Morris, owner of SKEBAWN, was given the opposite advice. He writes:

With regard to cavitation, I had this problem when I first used my Rustler. However I had an interesting conversation with a knowledgeable chap on the Yanmar (Barrus Ltd) stand at the Boat Show two years ago. I have a Yanmar 3GM 22.5hp engine and he explained to me the fundamental fact that the propellor size was the important factor in boat speed and advised changing my propellor to a larger diameter with three blades. In his view the increased resistance would be minimal and the gain in speed under engine significant. I think he is correct and the main problem of cavitation has been virtually eliminated.

Has anyone else experimented with engines and/or propellors in an effort to banish cavitation, and with what results? What advice has been offered, useful or otherwise? I will try to get some expert professional opinions and report my findings in Newsletter No.2. Any contributions particularly welcome.
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ZEPHRYANTHE – THE LAST RUSTLER?

Richard Marsh

I suspect that writing about Rustlers specifically for Rustler owners is fraught with danger, especially as the Rustler is fast becoming a classic. Many owners will consider that not only is the hull shape classic but for them the layout down below is equally traditional, timeless and untouchable. To them it would no doubt he sacrilege to meddle with any of it and this is a view with which I can sympathise. However others will agree that compared to some more modern hulls, the interior layout has become a bit dated. We once owned a ‘B’ layout Westerly Centaur which, whilst a bit stark, had all the bits in the right places. It is well known that Westerly sell boats by getting the inside right for the owner’s wife. For us the layout of the Centaur worked well. Our search for better boat consistently suggested a Rustler, especially after a week with the Southern Sailing School in their Rustler TALU, but down below there was a lot that we were unhappy about.

It might be appropriate at this point to describe what we saw in a standard Rustler: port and starboard layout with a pilot berth to port, narrow saloon table folding up onto the forward saloon bulkhead and effectively blocking the way to the heads, corner galley at the aft end of the saloon to port, and a jolly good nav area opposite facing aft which I liked when I used it on TALU. Going forward, heads to port with hanging space opposite, and two V berths up front. Generally the stowage was fussy with a lot of cubby holes that were wasteful in the way they were constructed, and the main hanging space made unacceptable small by trying to fit other little cupboards in around it.

When we enquired of Tucker Brown if alterations could be made they obtained 1” to 1’0” scale drawings from Holman & Pye and said in effect “have a go at those and come back to us. My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed putting our ideas to the test and produced a revised set of drawings to the same scale. The sketch below shows the now layout which evolved from our ideas.

[DIAGRAM]

Most of the alterations had to be in the saloon area, since the rest of the layout was so basic as to be unalterable. Firstly we wanted an L-shaped dinette with a fixed table and the galley spread along one side opposite. We also wanted a quarter berth. The method of achieving these requirements was determined by the mouldings. With the heads to port the passage forward was to starboard of the centre line, therefore the dinette had to be to port and extra width for this was achieved by omitting the pilot berth. The quarter berth, which we feel effectively replaces the pilot berth (and is much easier from the occupant’s point of view) could only be to starboard, as only on that side is the cockpit locker lid split. The nav area was moved across the boat from starboard to port with the L-shaped dinette located forward of it, leaving the galley to be an “all-in-a-line” job along the starboard side from the quarter berth and half bulkhead right along to the saloon forward bulkhead. We have never been very thrilled with the custom of putting washing up to drain on the engine step and now were able to install a two-bowl system, with the cooker at the after end.
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It all works extremely well for us. The heads and hanging locker have been very much simplified and, although we have retained the V berths up forward, an infill cushion has been added to create a double bunk. One innovation up front is that we have added a further porthole on either side, since once one has wriggled out of a warm bunk to view the weather, a visit to the heads follows and the day has begun. If it is possible to look out without having to leave the horizontal position too much one can lie in a bit longer if, for example, it is foggy. One pleasing side effect of this is that having an additional small port on either side of the coachroof puzzles boat spotters and, in our opinion, makes the boat look sleeker and accentuates her length.

The finishes below are basically teak-faced ply with teak grab rails, table, fiddles, etc and blue vinyl cushions with very pale blue formica on wipe down areas around the galley and heads. Under bunk storage is via loose ply lids beneath the cushions, and there are good lockers along the length on both sides. The coachroof lining is in off-white vinyl with the head lining in removeable panels with buttoned fixings.

Tucker Brown were a delight to work with and we spent many happy hours at their yard at Burnham discussing a lot of the detail, even though it meant a 200 mile trip each way. Very often they had anticipated the solution to a problem, and we soon learned that their ideas were not only extremely practical but aesthetically pleasing as well. Their mug racks in one of the galley lockers and personal belongings racks in the forecabin are a delight.

Whether she really will be the last Rustler (ZEPHYRANTE was launched on 2nd December 1985) only time will tell, but I sincerely hope not. What I do know is that she’s the latest, and we like to think that there’s something a bit different about her.

[advertisement at right]

No, it seems very likely that ZEPHYRANTE will not be the last Rustler built. The advertisement on the right appeared in September Yachting Monthly, and prior to that on 2nd August I received the following letter from Ralph Hogg:

I hope to be producing both the Rustler 31 and the Rustler 36 from October, based in the ex-Achilles Yachts factory in Swansea, and will be offering both mouldings and completed yachts at very competitive prices. I have considerable cruising experience, and as well as fitting out my own yachts I have worked in yards in Australia, New Zealand and America. I am a fan of the Rustler designs, and I intend to do them proud. I am a boat fanatic and must have crawled over thousands of boats noting good and bad points of design and construction.

To lend credibility to my lack of track record in the UK industry I have obtained the cooperation of Chris Butler of Achilles Yachts and OSTAR fame, who will be particularly involved in supervising moulding. Also Swansea Maritime Museum has located a fine traditional shipwright. He scorns grp but as the Rustler lines are so sweet he will be involved in fitting out the hulls. My other shipwright is also a long-keel enthusiast and has done an incredible job on his own Elizabethan 29. I couldn’t ask for a better combination - all enthusiasts as well as great professionals.

May I wish you luck with the Owners Association. My interest and cooperation can be relied upon.

