The Rustler Association Newsletter No.3
[yacht sail plan]
MEMBERSHIP AND NEWS

The registered list of RUSTLER owners stands at 49. We have 15 paid up members this year — enough to finance the Newsletter on the present subscription of £2.50. Our thanks to those of you who have contributed and made possible a further Newsletter. Please keep the subs coming so that the Association can continue to function.

Several people have asked us about RUSTLERS for sale. No, we have said, RUSTLERS do not often come onto the market. But, if you are thinking of selling, do let us know as there are several enthusiastic would—be RUSTLER owners around. We could pass on your name and address in response to the enquiries which we receive from time to time.

Anne and Liz Hammick (WRESTLER) made it safely down to the Azores. They are currently on their way to the West Indies (St.Vincent) for Christmas. A report of their outward race in the AZAB fleet appears later in the Newsletter. The crews of WRESTLER and SUNDANCE met up at the 0CC Rally at Bucklers Hard in May. As we sailed out into the Solent we spied yet another RUSTLER heading for Yarmouth. For us in SUNDANCE it was a quiet summer with no long cruises but lots of short sails around the Solent. Our plans to spend a longer period abroad is slowly taking shape after a visit by land to La Rochelle. (I know, we should have sailed!) From there Portugal and Spain beckon enticingly.

Many letters have come in from owners and prospective owners. A few — surprisingly few— told us about their headsail reefing and self—steering systems. Can we be such a band of purists? I suspect too many of us are just too busy sailing and enjoying being on our boats to have time to write about them. After all, what are yachting journalists for? Our plans for a RUSTLER Rally in the Solent this summer came to nothing in the end but the idea seemed to have some support. It was likely that only two or three boats could meet.
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WRESTLER IN AZAB 1987

We’d wanted to take part in the AZAB race for a long time, and it seemed a good idea to do the first leg at the beginning of our 1987 cruise. We made it clear we weren’t competitive, and our excuses being 18—year old sails and carrying stores for a year! However, AZAB has the reputation of being the friendliest of the long—distance races, and it lived up to expectations.

The start from Falmouth on 6th June was into SW 6—8. Our intrepid friends crashed out into appalling conditions, while we made the decision (seamanlike or chicken—hearted, according to your point of view) to wait until the next day. From then on we had a very pleasant passage to Ponta Delgada on the island of Sa Miguel, taking 13 days 7 hours — no engine, of course! We had several days of NW 4—5 when WRESTLER flew along, followed by frustrating calms. We heard later that other crews had held spinnakers up for days at a time — ours was only out when the wind was very light. However we made noon to noon runs of over 100 nm on seven occasions, the best being 132 nm, all under self—steering gear.

After five days of parties and socialising in Ponta Delgada, the AZAB fleet left for the return and we headed south to Santa Maria, 55 nm from Sao Miguel and a most attractive island. The new breakwater under construction provided a sheltered anchorage in the only harbour. Vila do Porto, and from there we explored on foot and by sea, anchoring off two beaches to swim. Over the next two months we plan to visit all nine islands in the Azores — the sun is hot, the scenery beautiful, prices low and the people friendly. Highly recommended!

ROLLING HEADSAILS

Do you envy those crews who control their headsails in a leisurely fashion from the comfort of a sheltered cockpit? Secretly, we do. But we tend to end up feeling that the loss of windward performance and the worry of a real tangle when it all goes wrong is too big a sacrifice. What is the experience of RUSTLER owners? The Hammicks have clearly thought about it:

‘As we struggled on the foredeck to change sails during the race we thought of our friends with their furling headsails! We hope to have one some day, possibly rigging WRESTLER as a cutter at the same time. For the time being we manage well with mostly original gear.’

Robin Roebuck of FAIR TRIAL, sailing out of Falmouth, has this to say:

‘The boat does have a headsail roller but the genoa that we carry, which is rather old, has not been re—cut and we simply use it as furling gear. I have not yet been able to find any means of identifying the manufacturer of the gear. It is not 100%. It has a reluctance to roll up or give out the last few feet of sail but despite that it is a great boon both for racing and cruising and certainly I would not like to be without it now.’
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James Wrigley, too, uses headsail roller reefing aboard BARNACLE GOOSE.

‘The roller reefing is a great help when short—handed, most of the time with just my wife and myself. It is one of the earliest models — 1979 — by Colnebrook. They have their workshop near Wareham and were most helpful in checking and re—fitting it, and supplying a new forestay. The only real problem, unresolved, is how to get the forestay tight enough. It tends to sag with the weight of the foil.

The previous owner did not like sailing in heavy weather with a jib 3/4 rolled, and so fitted an inner forestay from the hounds to an eye an inch or so aft of the forestay. This is detachable with a Senhouse Clip and stows alongside one of the lower stays when not in use. The storm jib hanks on to this. So far we have not needed to use it.’
HANDICAP RACING

Now primarily cruising yachts, RUSTLERS are raced regularly. Robin Roebuck describes his racing handicap for FAIR TRIAL.

‘We have a Portsmouth yardstick of 116, that is the standard figure of 114 plus a further two minutes allowance for our three—bladed propeller and a c Channel Handicap TCF of 0.860. I am wondering how these handicaps compare with handicaps which have been given to other members of the Association.’

If anyone has a been given a handicap we would be pleased to hear.

SELF—STEERING

We asked for information on the important subject of self—steering. Here are some of the replies:

‘Our steering gear is a second—hand Hasler MP wind vane gear, known as Captain Haddock. He’s absolutely marvellous, coping in all conditions from gale force to about 3 knots apparent wind. The large vane is sensitive to a light breeze, when smaller makes have ceased to function. We carry a spare vane, oar and other parts, obtained from the last source of Gibbs spares. The Haslar gear has been out of production for some time, but we hear that someone is planning to start making them again. Mounting the gear before our previous long—distance cruise needed some ingenuity — we ended up bolting heavy teak supports onto the after deck, extending over the aft toe—rail which was chiselled out to take them. The gear is securely bolted to these ‘feet’. For motoring in calms our elderly Mini—Seacourse still works well.’ (WRESTLER)

‘I have a Hydrovane system which seems to operate quite satisfactorily but can be rather tedious to set up, and I contend that for ocean passages it would be ideal, but that for coastal and cross—Channel sailing I would much prefer an electronic system. In fact, this year I fitted an Autohelm 800 Micro to the short tiller of the Hydrovane and it was a huge success in all conditions, requiring very little movement of the tiller to steer the boat. Obviously this is a very expensive way of self—steering and I have now
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decided that if I can sell the Hydrovane I shall invest in the larger Autohelm 1000 Micro, fitted direct to the ships tiller.’ (T0URNEL)

‘This year we hoped to use the Aries, but ended up motoring for most of our long passages, with no wind at all. When we did have the wind the gear seemed relatively easy to set up and it certainly held a most efficient course when beating and reaching but we had no running. It is, however, heavy and difficult to stow when not mounted.’ (BARNACLE GOOSE)

‘Our steering arrangement is unusual for a RUSTLER in that it has a wheel system in place of the far more usual tiller. We fitted an Autohelm 2000 three years ago and have used the system with some success. Under power or sail the device steers well and seems to use little power. It is especially useful while we are hoisting the spinnaker short—handed — allowing the two of us to concentrate on the sail and keeping a look—out! The wind—vane attachment has not had much use but appears to work after initial setting up which can be fiddly. We would not like to be without our ‘invisible hand’ now.’ (SUNDANCE)

SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER we have had the 1987 Southampton Boat Show where many RUSTLER owners —past, present and future — had a chance to look at the born—again RUSTLER 36. Having seen the original boat after launching at Tucker Browns in 1983 we were intrigued to see Orion Marine’s offering. We were not disappointed. The Hammicks visited the yard in Falmouth and sent in this report last June:

The dimensions of the RUSTLER 36 are as follows: LOA 35’2” LWL 26’ll” BEAM 11’.00” DRAFT 5’6” DISPLACEMENT 7.5 TONS.

The keel is of one piece lead weighing 3.25 tons. The standard engine is the Mercedes 34 hp, but any engine which fits the beds could be installed. The RUSTLER 36 has a 30 gallon fuel tank and 80 gallons of water. The rudder is of laminated iroko.

Our first impression was of a very good looking yacht, but apart from her familiar RUSTLER transom she didn’t really resemble the 31 as much as we’d expected — her cabin sides have a slightly more racy look, being sloped, and the aluminium toe—rail in place of teak, was quite different. We were told that a teak toe—rail would be a problem to fit. However, a teak—laid deck is an optional extra.

Down below she certainly feels spacious, with big forecabin, heads with optional shower (as is the pressurised water system) main cabin with fixed drop—sided table, galley with ice—box and double sink to starboard and the chart table and double quarter berth to port. The chart table can be fitted to face either way and at sea the quarter berth becomes a single with a wet oilskin locker beside the companion way.

The interior joinery is to a very high standard with some classy touches, for example, the turned teak handrails either side of the central bulkhead. The locker doors have louvred vents in the middle, a good idea, especially in the galley.
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The cockpit, with tiller steering as standard, is huge. It has plenty of room for six people to sit in comfort. The transom hole for the rudder is the same size as on the 31, but with an angled moulding inwards and no lazarette.

We were very impressed with the 36 which was priced (in June 1987) at £38,500 + VAT and would recommend any 31 owner, even very satisfied ones like ourselves, to visit Orion Marine if they are in Falmouth. You’ll find them five minutes from the marina, behind Dales Garage. Orion also have a 31 mould and hope to produce hulls before too long.

(N.B. A full sailing test of the RUSTLER 36, complete with excellent colour photos, appears in the September 1987 edition of Yachting Monthly. It makes a good read.)

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
The RUSTLER 31 drawings and specification below came from the Russell Anstey Yachts LTD brochure. We thought we would remind you what attractive boats they are, just in case you had forgotten

Have a good Christmas and Season of Happy Sailing.

Andrew and Shena Reed
[sail plan]

RUSTLER 31

designed by C. R. Holman
Built to LLOYDS + 100 Al specification

RUSTLER 31 is a development in glass-fibre of the very successful Kim Holman designed H.31 and North Sea 24 Classes; of which ‘Golden Samphire’, ‘Whiplash’ and ‘Casino’ have been consistent prize winners in both inshore and offshore races.

Construction is to the highest standard throughout, as are all fittings and equipment. An easily handled boat under sail with a good performance under power, making this the ideal family, maintenance free, cruiser, as well as being especially designed with the racing enthusiast in mind. ‘Rustler’ will rate cell for inshore and R.O.R.C. events.

SPECIFICATION

Hull, Deck and Coachroof all moulded in best quality glass reinforced plastic. Deck trim in teak. Conforming to Lloyds requirements for 100 Al classification, and certificates can be issued. Non slip pattern moulded on deck.

Separate glassfibre linings for coachroof incorporating high density syntactic foam insulation.

Lewmar Stainless Steel Stem fitting.

Ballast Keel lead 2.5 tons, moulded inside hall. Keel is completely encased in glassfibre, giving extra strength and no leaks from keel-bolt trouble.

Rudder of glass reinforced plastic, tiller steering. 
Cockpit watertight and self-draining, teak trim.

Large waterproof lockers for sail storage, engine controls and stern-gland greaser. Henderson bilge pump.
Engine - Wortham Blake Fisherboy Mark III, fitted as standard engine, with 2 — I reduction gear, giving ? knots under power. Two bladed, fixed propeller. Fuel tank.

Fresh water tank 30 gallons, moulded above keel and below cabin sole, with deck filler. Pumps at sink and washbasin.
Galley is well laid out, with plastic worktops, sink with fresh water pump, cooker mounted on gimbals and ample storage for crockery and food etc.

Accomodation comprises five berths, two in forecabin, two saloon settees  and one pilot berth. Mattresses with foam interiors, and covered in P.V.C. leathercloth. Full width chart table with seat, drawer and bookshelves. Lockers and instrument panel over.

Oilskin locker, with drains, near cockpit.

Toilet Compartment, fitted W.C. and washbasin, with freshwater pump, lockers. Large hanging locker. Good ventilation.

DIMENSIONS
L.O.A.

31ft 5 in



L.W.L.

24ft



Beam


9ft



Draft


5ft 6in



T.M.


9.4 tons

SAIL AREA
Mainsail

200 sq ft



No. 1 Genoa

315 sq ft



No. 2 Genoa

225 sq ft



No. 3 Jib

111 sq ft



Spinnaker is R.O.R.C. rule.

