The Rustler Association Newsletter No 5
“WRESTLER OF LEIGH”
c/o 9 Newenham Road

Lymington
Hants SO41 8EQ

At long last, Newsletter No 5 — better late than never! Many thanks to those of you who contributed, and do please let us have items for the autumn issue (by end September) — cruise accounts, ideas for modifications and improvements, even problems, particularly if you’ve solved them. Good photos (preferably black and white) would be certainly welcome, and will be returned. 
We’re very happy to welcome the owners of two new Rustler 36s RUSTLE OF SPRING and AGITATOR as members of the Association. Have any 31 owners been tempted to move up?

Newsletter No 4 left WRESTLER at Bequia in the west Indies. We had a windy, interesting but basically uneventful passage up the islands, visiting some of the places we’d missed in 1984/85, and finding friendly people and beautiful anchorages everywhere. After six weeks in the British and US Virgin Islands, enjoying the best snorkelling in the Lesser Antilles, we set off for home in May ‘88. Two weeks in Bermuda was followed by a slow, hot passage to the Azores — 1800 nms in 22 days through a huge Atlantic hiqh. We revisited Flores, Faial, Graciosa and Terceira before headinq for Falmouth via north-west Spain, encountering the worst weather of the entire trip off Cape Finisterre, thouqh WRESTLER coped admirably. Anyone considering an Azores cruise — which we would highly recommend — might be interested in Anne’s new cruising guide “The Atlantic Islands” (to be published this autumn by the RCC and Imray, Laurie Norie & Wilson Ltd> — plug plug!

Liz is off to the Pacific in a few days to crew for an American friend aboard a Rival 38, and Anne will be living aboard in the Solent area, working on her second book. Should you see WRESTLER do come and visit, though your brains may be picked for inspiration.
ANNE & LIZ HAMMICK
BACKNUMBERS
Copies of newsletters 2, 3 and 4 are available at £1 each, to including postage.

THRIVING ORION (Courtesy of “Cornwall at Work” and Robin Roebuck of FAIR TRIAL who sent it to us)
With twenty—four boats delivered by April and more ordered, Orion Marine is now turning out Rustler 36s and 31s at the rate of one every five weeks. Towards the end of last year they moved the few miles from Ponsharden to larger premises at Kernick Industrial Estate at Penryn, near Falmouth. New Rustlers have gone to Ireland and the Channel Islands, and there are also orders from Germany and Holland. The hulls are now moulded by Cygnus Marine, also at Kernick Industrial Estate, and rigging supplied by David Carnes of The Boathouse, Penryn. Steelwork is by David Keefe Marine Hardware, and sails from South West Sails — two other Penryn firms, as Ralph Hogg tries to use local Cornish firms for equipment and services wherever possible, in addition to his own workforce of eleven on the shopfloor and four in the office.

A new Rustler 36 would set you back £57,000 inc VAT, while the 31 currently costs £39,000, though they can also be supplied part—completed — see below.

LAUNCHING 1990

We have a Rustler under construction but not yet completed. Due to delays by the builder we did not receive our hull (with ballast and bulkheads fitted) until September 1988 — it should have been delivered in March! Having no previous experience in boat building or even carpentry, most people thought I was mad. I did, however, build an apprentice piece i.e. a dinghy from sheets of marine ply - which gave me the confidence to tackle the “big one”.

Work started slowly until I gained confidence. One of the first jobs was to build glassfibre floors, a task that sometimes involved hanging upside down with my head in a bucket of resin. Believe me, glue sniffing is an overrated pastime! Water tank followed the floors, followed by the sole bearers, sole, starboard bunk/lockers and port bunks. Unfortunately I have to work for a living so boatbuilding has been limited to weekends and evenings. Most of this years annual leave will be used for building and I am quietly optmistic about a launch sometime in 1990.

As to the layout, we have opted for the original five berths, with the main bulkhead in the original position.

I would recommend anyone contemplating this type of project to ask themselves the following questions — and answer them honestly!
1. Do you have room to build on your own property – out of sight is out of mind.

2. If you start something, do you finish it?

My answer to the first is that the boat is stuck in the front garden of our semi—detached house in Sidmouth, and as to the second, still as enthusiastic as I was nine months ago. I’ll keep you informed of progress.

L F BROWNLEE

BOLERO — PROPELLOR PROBLEMS

When I first wrote to you about BOLERO (see Newsletter 2) I minimised her propellor problem, but after our cruise to Helford River last year it became increasingly acute. As the barnacles grew on the bottom so the noise the propellor made increased, and by the time we were back in the Medway we were being deafened at 4 knots. Either BOLERO had to go, or I had to do something about it. I spoke to Mr James (RUSTLER’S MOON) and on several occasions to Hamble Propellors, who were most helpful and gave me the advice which finally solved the problem.
BOLERO’S 16” 3—bladed Bukh propellor had only ¼” clearance at the top of the hull aperture (the prop shaft is high in the aperture), and Hamble Propellors suggested that I should, as a first step, get at least 1” cut off the blades. In fact I had 1 1/8” removed, which gave a tip clearance of 1 3/8” and the propellor a diameter of 13¾”. This gave 10% clearance at the tips and slightly less on the leading and trailing edges of the blades. The only worry in doing this was whether I would be left with sufficient blade area. From data in one of Ian Nicholson’s books I found that a boat of Rustler size should only require lOhp to achieve 6 knots, and as the lOhp Bukh uses a 14” x 11” prop I felt this should not be a problem. It was also, at about £20, a great deal cheaper than a new propeller.
I now find that I can achieve over 6 knots at below 3000 rpm with an acceptable noise level, but it is still fairly noisy above 5 knots, however the situation is greatly improved, and quite satisfactory so far as I am concerned. The problem, I believe, lies in the small size of the hull aperture above the shaft. Although I achieved 10% tip clearance which is considered a minimum, I do not have as much as this fore and aft. Where owners have gone to coarser pitch, wide bladed propellers I imagine they have reduced this clearance even further and maybe this is the reason for increased noise with a replacement propellor?

Another problem I had in 1987 was a slack rig. I cut 5” off the backstays and now Bolero sails much better and doesn’t heel half as much. *

PETER ORMEROD

* Does the additional rake in the mast give her noticeably more weather helm?

APERTURE MODIFICATION

In light of the above, it’s interesting to note that when we visited Orion Marine in 1987 we were shown an intended modification to the Rustler 31 hull moulding which would give much greater clearance above the propellor. I’ll follow up whether this has at last solved the noise and cavitation problem. More, we hope, in Newsletter No 6.

WRESTLER’S OSMOSIS TREATMENT
While still in water warm enough for swimming we’d noticed small bumps forming on WRESTLER’S hull, so it came as no surprise on hauling out last September to find that some of these blisters, when opened, gave off the typical pear—drop smell that means osmosis, As having it dealt with professionally was beyond our means we read up on the subject (Osmosis & the Care and repair of Fibreglass Yachts by Tony Staton—Bevan is to be recommended) and got to work removing the antifouling and some of the epoxy applied in 1983. Large areas of the hull appeared unaffected, so we felt that removing the entire gelcoat by sandblasting was unnecessary. The blistering was noticeably worse around the waterline where WRESTLER in cruising trim always sits down by the stern, but to our relief none were bigger than one centimetre in diameter.
[photo at left]
The mild dry winter helped, but come late March it was time to start drying the hull in earnest. We constructed a heavy polythene tent from the waterline downwards, including a leakproof floor, with a curtain of bubble plastic for  extra insulation. Two hired / borrowed dehumidifiers plus an infra—red lamp started to suck out the damp — at that point moisture readings ranged from 17—22% but we were encouraged to watch them slowly dropping as the electricity bill rose.

It was nine weeks before she had dried enough to start work. We opted to use International Paints and followed their instructions carefully, with a coat of Gelshield, filler where necessary, plus two more coats of Gelshield to give a hard plasticy finish (Being solventless we could work inside the tent without gassinq ourselves.) We were sorry to see that the finished result had sagged into bad runs, hut were told by a professional that this is fairly standard.

We then turned our attention to the topsides, where 1983’s Perfection 709 was badly stained and scuffed. Filler and two coats of Interlux Super gloss white soon had WRESTLER looking almost as good as new. Not trustinq self—adhesive letters to stay in place we repainted her name on the stern using Windsor & Newton Acrylic, mixing gold and bronze to match the coveline tape (We’d recommend this paint — it comes in 60ml tubes, is easy to use, and lasts well. Brushes can cleaned in meths.)
A coat of glassfibre primer followed on the hull, having discovered too late that they now recommend Interprotect — we later found out why. Then two coats of Coppercoat in quick succession and we were ready for launching at 1400 on 8th June with only hours to spare.
[photo]

We left on a short cruise to the West Country five days later and were disappointed to see that patches of antifouling seemed to be flaking off en route. This could be due to using the wrong key, to launching in less than the recommended time after antifouling, or to having been tempted by a 25% discount into buying last year’s stock! However it doesn’t affect the amount of protection to Wrestler’s hull afforded by the Gelshield, so we’re not too worried.
As far as we know WRESTLER is the only Rustler to have suffered from osmosis, and it’s really no more than we deserve, with a 21—year—old boat which has been afloat constantly for 5 1/2 years, including two winters in tropical waters. Has any ore else had osmosis treatment, or suspected their Rustler might be heading that way?

Approximate cost of DIY osmosis treatment:

Polythene and tape for tent



 £60.00

Equipment hire





£105.00

Electricity






£110.00

Materials:


6 x 1.4 litres Gelshield


£175.92


500ml No 7 thinners for Gelshield

  £2.39


225ml Interfill 400



  £7.94


4 x 750ml Interlux Super gloss white
 £21.56


750ml Glassfibre Primer



  £5.94


1 x 2.5 litres & 2 x 750ml


Coppercoat Antifouling (at 25% discount)
 £57.43


375ml AL27 Boot-top antifouling

  £9.99


2 tubes Artists’ Acrylic paint
  about £3.00


Gold Coveline tape



  £3.15

-------

TOTAL







£562.32

-------
(Professional cost would have been at least £4,000)

ANNE & LIZ HAMMICK
IDEA FOR A DRINKS TABLE

Like most Rustler owners we only unfold the large table for meals, but several accidents with pre—dinner glasses left or the cabin sole drove me to construct a small, removeable drinks table.

13” long by 7” broad (sorry, I don’t think in centimetres) , and built of ¼” teak—faced ply edqed with 1” x  “ rounded teak strip — standard chandlery stuff — the part I’m really proud of is the mounting. It slots between two 13” lengths of teak strip, which are held just over ¼” apart by three countersunk wood screws and edge-glued to the underneath of the folded table, about half way between the base of the folded leg and the ledge holding the hinged leaf supports. Grooves in the rear edge fit over these screws, while two old clevis pins drop through holes in both support and table to hold it in position. Though fairly rigid this mounting wouldn’t be up to much weight or strain, but it’s quite equal to a couple of glasses and a bowl of peanuts. It’s also very simple, and takes only seconds to mount or remove, and being so small stows easily in the pilot berth when not in use.
[plan]

ANNE HAMMICK

THE SAGA OF SABLE

Last summer SABLE was stolen. We went down to Campers (where she lives) all ready for the Whitsun long weekend — no boat! Campers, seeing her berth empty since the previous Sunday assumed we’d taken her off cruising, so the thief had a five day start. Anyway, we informed the police, Coastguard, Radio Solent, all marinas and harbour—masters between Plymouth and Dover, and wrote to all Rustler owners — some of whom replied most sympathetically.  But not a sign of SABLE. We didn’t know if she’d gone to Spain or, perhaps, up some out—of—the—way creek on the south coast to be stripped of anything of value.

After ten days of loss, a couple of Wandsworth Policemen rang the doorbell at three in the morning. Did we own a yacht? Who was in her? Where was she? A certain amount of bafflement until we realized that they were checking up — drug smuggling? But on hearing that the Gosport police knew about the theft they opened up. She’d been towed in by the Dutch Marine Police, who’d found our address aboard and phoned the Metropolitan Police, who’d phoned Wandsworth Police Station.
So two days later off to Holland, received and very well looked after by the Dutch representative of the insurance company. She was in a bit of a mess and very dirty, but no significant damage. The main losses were the inflatable and outboard,

It transpired she’d been stolen by a young Swede with the intention of getting himself home. We’d made it fairly easy for him with the ignition keys not properly hidden. He’d used no charts, just followed other boats and ferries until he’d run out of fuel, put her aground, panicked, blown up a lilo and paddled ashore. He was caught a couple of days later having broken into a Dutch brat for food and shelter. All they (the Dutch) could charge him with was the theft of a bicycle and breaking into the Dutch yacht, but not with the theft of SABLE because she’d been stolen in the UK, not in Holland. Obviously extradition to stand trial in the UK was hardly economic. He’d entered various yachts — in Christchurch, Southampton and then in Gosport.

We had an excellent sail from Holland back to Solent, but without a loo as he’d bust it — apparently thieves usually do. They also look for a camera in order to take pictures of themselves. Ours did — the Dutch police always look for a camera, take the film out and have it developed.

It took Janet and me a weekend of scrubbing and cleaning before we felt Sable was really ours again. The insurance people were excellent — they took a lot of trouble to see us “right” and didn’t quibble over any reasonable claim.

So ends the saga of SABLE, except that keys are now very well hidden, electrics are cunningly disconnected, and alarms twitter and bleep...

TIM & JANET SLESSOR

