At last - Newsletter No 6 - we hope you feel that it’s been worth the wait. Interest in the Association over the last year has been encouraging, with five new RUSTLER 36s and nine RUSTLER 31s added to the Class Register, and it’s been particularly good to hear from several owners of boats kept abroad.

Thanks to the generosity of Orion Marine this Newsletter can be sent to all who’ve purchased RUSTLER 36s since 1987, and you should also find enclosed a separate explanatory sheet outlining the aims and origins of the Association since it was formed in 1986. We hope many of you will become members, hut whether or not you are a “joiner” we’d he most grateful for details of your RUSTLER 36 including name sail number, hull colour, cruising area and home port to add to the Register (which itself is due for updating shortly).

We were delighted to be able to help Tim and Janet Slessor find new and enthusiastic owners for Sable (having themselves bought a 35ft Holman & Pye designed Super Sovereign) and their generous donation to Association funds has enabled us to include a colour page for the first time. We hope that this will become a regular feature, so do please send us copies of your favourite photos, 36s as well as 31s, but please, not too large! Written Newsletter contributions are also very welcome - cruise accounts, alterations and improvements, progress of home builders and general news, with or without illustrations - and again we are very keen to see the 36s better represented.

Following the very successful Dutch RUSTLER weekend in 1988, Piet and Herma Bosman are planning a second gathering this summer over the weekend of 9th/lOth June and it would he marvellous to see the UK fleet well represented - see page … for further details. We have considered organising a British rally, but with boats spread all over the country it seems unlikely that many could attend. A second possibility is to hold a get-together ashore, in some central point accessible to as many members as possible. Please do let me know your opinions, and if enough members are interested we’ll take this idea further.

The 1990 subscription stands at £5, 15 Guilders or equivalent - either cash or cheque is fine, the latter made out to the Rustler Association - with Newsletter No 7 going to paid up members only.

Wrestler will be moving from her winter quarters on the Isle of Wight down to Falmouth for the summer, with our parents once again providing a forwarding address (see below). We’ll be on a swinging mooring and hence without the luxury of a phone, but hope instead to meet some of you in person if you’re passing that way. Don’t hesitate to come and knock on the hull!

ANNE & LIZ HAMMICK

Wrestler of Leigh, <<<name and address removed>>>

DUETTE’S GALE

We bought our 1984 RUSTLER 31 Duette in April 1988, expressly for a voyage to the Caribbean, United States and back. Three hectic months later she was as ready as we could make her, and we se off from our base on the Blackwater to St Katharine Dock for a final farewell to friends and family in London, and to take stores on board. With the help of my father, who is a skilled boatbuilder, we had transformed Duette’s interior from a rather strange dinette arrangement to a more conventional sea-going layout, fitted an Aries and a wind-generator, installed a roller genoa plus an inner forestay for the storm jib, added an extra water tank in the quarter berth and done a host of other jobs to get her ready for a long ocean passage.

After a two week delay in Falmouth, due to foul weather and an almost terminally sick satnav, we finally left at the beginning of September and were treated to a near idyllic crossing of the Bay to Ceideria in northern Spain. We cruised the coasts of Spain and Portugal and visited Madeira and Teneriffe before setting out on our Atlantic crossing, arriving in Bequia twenty-five days later, just in time for the New Year jollies. After cruising from the Grenadines to Martinique we took our departure for Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic and Cuba, and then explored the Bahamas en route to Florida. We had a wonderful time traversing the Intracoastal Waterway, passing through the lowlands of Georgia and the Carolinas to Virginia, then sailed through the Chesapeake to Annapolis where we prepared for the voyage home. We had a pretty horrible passage to Flores in the Azores, most of the time beating into force 5/6 winds, but were pleased to make the passage in twenty-one days - quite good in the circumstances. We had a restful and sociable time in Horta and departed for the last leg of our voyage on 2nd August 1989,

The first few days of the passage were marked by light, contrary winds associated with the Azores High, but we found the westerlies after four days and started to make good progress. We were able to hear the BBC shipping forecasts at night and it became clear that we were heading for some heavy weather. An intense area of low pressure, which had been behaving according to plan and heading through the Iceland gap, had stalled and was starting to track south west. All the western sea areas were forecasting gale-force winds, with worse in prospect. We briefly considered running for north-west Spain, but the prospect of the bad weather catching up with us off that iron-bound coast soon decided us otherwise.

By the evening of 13th August the wind was up to a good force 5. We handed the main and ran under rolled genoa, preparing for the worst by getting all the gear off the deck, and setting up the inner forestay with the storm jib lashed to the guard wires. By dawn the wind was a full gale from the south-west and we rolled up the genoa and set the storm jib. We secured as much as possible below and I got all our long warps into the cockpit in case we decided to stream them. A big westerly swell was building, and the wind was getting stronger as well. We had no idea of the true wind speed, but it was quite outside our experience. By the middle of the day the seas had built to about 25 feet, with breaking crests and a lot of blowing spume.

We, or rather the Aries, steered Duette to take the seas on her quarter. For the next thirty-six hours the wind remained very strong, but we were in deep water and the waves, though huge in our experience, were regularly and well-spaced. We tried to keep a lookout from the companionway but it was pretty difficult in the conditions and we hoped that our Firdell was letting ships know we were there. In fact the couple of ships we did speak to reported that they had sighted us before we came up on radar. By the evening of the next day we were approaching Land’s End and the wind was moderating, and by the time we sighted the Lizard we had the main up and were enjoying a splendid sail, though of course there was still a big sea running. We secured alongside the visitors marina at Falmouth at 2330 that night, fourteen days out from Horta and almost exactly twelve months since setting out.

Duette performed superbly throughout the trip. Her draft was a bit of a problem in the Bahamas and the Intracoastal Waterway but we were certainly glad of the splendid sea-keeping ability her deep draft, long keel and high ballast ratio gave her. In Falmouth we met the crew of a Nic 38 who had left Horta a few hours behind us and been about 4Onm away at the height of the gale: they had recorded 55/60 knots of wind before a knock-down wrote off their windspeed instruments!

Duette never gave us a moment’s anxiety during the worst of the weather. She took a couple of lumps of water into the cockpit, but generally was drier and more comfortable than when going to windward in force 6. She never threatened to broach and tracked well all the time - indeed, we never felt it necessary to hand steer during the gale. We even managed to do some basic cooking, a testimony to her seakindly motion, though we did discover deck leaks we never knew we had, with the water getting up past the hatch slides on the companionway and through the Tannoy-type vents.

I think the main lesson from the “great gale” - apart from making sure you have your gales in deep water a long way from the nearest land - was the importance of keeping speed down so the boat remains under control. In discussions with the crew of the aforementioned Nic 38 we all agreed that her knock—down was the result of excessive speed due to too much canvas. Duette’s storm jib is only 30 sq ft, an area that a lot of sailmakers would regard as too small, but it was more than big enough. If we were doing this sort of voyage again I would seriously consider rigging Duette as a cutter with a high-cut yankee and a stays’l with good deep reefs,

We had very fixed ideas about the type of yacht we wanted for our voyage. We were sure that a heavy—displacement, long—keeled boat like the RUSTLER offered the best choice in comfort and sea—worthiness, and feel that our choice was completely vindicated. Duette looked after us, was comfortable and forgiving, and drew admiring comments wherever we went.

STEVE LANDY

DUTCH RUSTLER RALLY

In May 1988 the Dutch and Belgian RUSTLER 31 fleet together with Sundance from England, enjoyed a weekend of socialising and friendly racing at Enkhuizen on the Ysselmeer - and several photographs were taken as evidence!

[Photo]

They hope to repeat the success this summer over the weekend of 9th/lOth June, and our only regret is that due to other commitments Wrestler will be missing from the throng. Very smart invitations have already been circulated to all Dutch RUSTLERS, but they would be delighted to welcome visitors from across the Channel. Contact Piet and Herma Bosman (Boeilaan 10, 4143 BX Leerdam, Holland) of Vesta or Gert and Els Bakker (1931 BX Egmond aan Zee, Holland) of Ragamuffin for more details.

BARNACLE GOOSE - RUSTLER 31 No 10

Barnacle Goose was home completed in 1966/68, and epoxied two years ago. The current problem is the blue and white gelcoat on the coachroof, sidedecks and cockpit which has lost its lustre, become roughened and will not hold a polish. Respraying appears a more daunting task than the topsides and I’ve been quoted £1000 or more for brush painting, but have read of a grp colour restorer called “New Glass” which sounds as if it could be useful. Has anyone tried it?

JAMES WRIGLEY

MARMARA - AN UNUSUAL RUSTLER, RELUCTANTLY FOR SALE

Marmara’s green hull was moulded in 1980 by Maltings Boats, with a special coachroof in grp foam sandwich to my design, and modified interior. She was fitted out between 1983 and 1985 by William King’s boatyard at Burnham-on-Crouch and launched in July 1985, Her maiden voyage to Hooksiel near Wilhelmshaven in Germany was via Amsterdam, Ijsselmeer and the Frisian Islands; the following year and again in 1989 I took the Keil Canal to Danish and Swedish waters. She is currently lying at Hooksiel.

I designed my own coachroof and interior because I am 6’ 2” (1. 88m) and wanted to he able to stand upright in the main cabin, yet wanted a blue water ship for single or two-handed cruising, with adequate liveaboard storage and workshop space. Aft, my new coachroof incorporates what was bridgedeck into the cabin, giving 15” (381mm) extra galley worktop to port and a large flat chart-table plus cavernous quarterberth to starboard. The Trackmarked engine box, enclosing a Bukh 10, makes an ideal perch for the industrious chef or non-steering night watch and a useful non-slip serving area. The main bulkhead was moved 8” (203mm) forward to the old Mk I position, giving full-length settee berths without recourse to trotter boxes. Upright posts at the partial bulkheads, grab rails above the berths, lockers and a Taylors heater inset into the main bulkhead, and a traditional drop-leaf fiddled table with lockers in the centre complete the rather traditional saloon.

Forward, what is usually the heads has become the hanging locker and dry clothes store, with harness and lifejacket stowage opposite, while the fo’c’sle picks up all the wet-room activities - loo, taps and washing area, sailbin forward of chain locker, hooks for oilies and spare lines, and workshop space. The Metzler inflatable stows half rolled, and the outboard also has its place.

On deck the 28” (711mm) stanchions are tied into a 3” (76mm) teak toerail with drainage gap beneath, and outboard a similar piece serves as rubbing strake. A mast pulpit protects ventilators and open forehatch, and gives a leg-up to the lowest mast step. The foredeck has a large wooden stanchion post which also ventilates the sailbin beneath. A Bruce anchor on 50m of chain stows on the roller between twin forestays, backed up by a huge Fisherman on another 50m of chain, with a light Danforth on lOm of chain for stern anchoring or the dinghy. A lovely long ash tiller curves above the afterdeck, and the deep cockpit affords good protection even without a pramhood, particularly when the dinghy is on the coachroof. The cockpit extends under the afterdeck, where the fenders live, and drains through holes in the transom.

Writing about Marmara I find I love her very much, and a great deal of me went into creating her just as I wanted. However ill health is ill health, so sadly I must think of selling and am open to offers in the region of £20,000.

PETER MERRINGTON

(Parting with any boat is sad, particularly when it’s due to circumstances beyond your control. Peter Merrington has returned to Germany, but if you know anybody who’d appreciate Marmara I’ll be happy to pass on letters. Ed.)

RUSTLER 36 DALUA - A CHARTERER’S VIEWPOINT

In 1987 we were looking for a boat to replace our Rival 34. She had to be suitable for skippered charter in the exposed waters of South West Ireland and, looking further into the future, for blue water cruising. Size was limited to about 38ft so that our own slipping and mooring facilities could be used, and if the carrying capacity of the long distance cruiser was not to unduly degrade the sailing performance we needed to go for heavy displacement, which should also give an easy motion in a seaway and structural toughness. Even so I did not want a slow boat, dull and unrewarding to sail, and the RUSTLER 36 with her long racing pedigree promised to fill our requirements admirably.

One of my early worries was the possibility of poor hull balance, hinted at in the Yachting Monthly boat test report. However since the report the standard genoa tack position has been moved from inboard to the stemhead, and with l8inch aft rake in the mast I find she is well balanced on the wind, and in a steady breeze will sail herself to windward indefinitely with the helm lashed. Reaching at hull speed the helm can get a bit heavy, but not unacceptably so, even for the Autohelm 2000. Like almost all long keel boats she will not handle going astern under engine but will sheer unpredictably, usually to windward, while her cutaway forefoot allows her head to fall off on leaving a mooring or anchor even under mainsail only, though she will manoeuvre beautifully under main alone when looking for a mooring etc,

Our first season with Dalua included a 36 hour delivery voyage from Falmouth to West Cork at an average of 6 knots and a season’s skippered chartering. The sailing was limited in extent but embraced a very mixed lot of weather, and this type of sailing is sometimes “singlehanding with obstacles” if the guests are very inexperienced. The following year, in June 1989, we visited North West Spain, with three aboard for the trip down and two for the return. On the outward passage the wind reached gale force from the south for about four hours, during which time she lay under triple-reef and main alone (extra deep reefs giving about 70 sq ft) with the helm lashed hard a-lee and making about 1.5 knots across the wind. The seas had insufficient time to build but she remained impressively dry and comfortable below and cooking was no problem.

Being lightly crewed the policy was to carry only such sail when close hauled that she was driving satisfactorily through the seas without the rail being anywhere near down. She was very comfortable and sailed herself with the tiller lashed just to weather with full sail or one reef, and just a-lee when double reefed. When running with the jib poled out she will track straight for surprising lengths of time with the helm lashed - ions enough to have a look at the chart and come up again without hurry - and this in a force 4/5 and making about 6 knots. She averaged just under lO0nm per day on the 535nm outward passage increasing to llOnm per day on the return, much of which was again to windward - NNE over the first four days, slowly decreasing from force 6 down to force 3, finally backing into the north-west to give us a romp to the Fastnet.

ANDY STOTT

(Details of Dalua’s non-standard interior appear on the following page.)

WYCH LADY - AN EARLY RUSTLER 36

Wych Lady was the second RUSTLER 36 to be moulded by Maltings Boats, in 1981. She was owner-finished and launched in 1986, and I became her second owner in December last year. She requires a lot of “tender loving care” and I would find meetings with other owners and sight of their boats very helpful in guiding my refit plans.

The internal layout is similar to Orion’s except that the quarter berth is a single, separated from the permanent wet hanging locker by a bulkhead. The chart table is full Admiralty Chart size, with a seat behind. Forward the owner’s cabin has a narrow double berth to port and seat with lockers above to starboard. Foot space is very limited!

Wych Lady comes out of the water for her refit at Ridge Wharf, Wareham at the end of April. The hull is to he coated with solventless epoxy (as a precaution) and the engine rebuilt, but I hope to get some sailing in before then. If any non-owner members are interested in crewing I would be pleased to hear from them.

ROY TOOTH

<<<name and address removed>>>

CHANGES AT ORION

As many of you will know, Orion Marine changed hands last October, Ralph and Judith preparing to depart for warmer climes aboard their RUSTLER 36 Orion’s Girl II (and who can blame them!).

Chris Owen is now Managing Director of Orion Marine (Falmouth) Ltd, after surviving a baptism of fire at a busy Southampton Boat Show which resulted in ten deposits on 36s and full order books until the end of 1990. Since then two bookings have been taken for 1991 delivery - an enviable and possibly unique position in today’s uncertain financial climate. The only sad thing is that the 31 has inevitably had to take a back seat, though there is the possibility of Orion setting up a joint venture with another Falmouth boatbuilder to produce the smaller RUSTLER.

The standard specification RUSTLER 36 currently retails at £58,950 ex VAT (£69,353 including VAT). This includes a sensible cruising inventory, with luxuries such as teak decks, Eberspacher heating or Supercool fridge on the optional list. She’s also available part completed from £21,750 ex VAT (£25,588 inc VAT), and we know of several brave souls who’ve taken on the challenge, as well as three or four completing RUSTLER 31s.

So far as I know no 31 owner has yet progressed to a 36, but if you fancy being the first (and don’t mind waiting a year) contact Orion Marine (Falmouth) Ltd, Kernick Business Park, Annear Road, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 9EW Tel: 0326 76107.

DALUA -  RUSTLER 36 WITH AN AFT CABIN

When Orion built our RUSTLER 36 in 1987 we needed a boat which could be skippered chartered yet would still embody our ideas of what a liveaboard ocean cruiser should he. For chartering we envisaged taking two couples in some comfort with the skipper in an aft cabin, so I drew up the plans and watches Orion’s craftsmen turn them into solid form with some trepidation.

The cabin is arranged by running a fore-and-aft bulkhead from immediately beside the hatch to the existing thwartships bulkhead. The port turned grab post at this station was moved inboard a little, and a sliding door incorporated in the forward part of the new bulkhead, sliding along the outboard face. In the cabin thus created I drew a full size Admiralty chart table mounted fore-and-aft, with switchboard, instruments and shelves lying outboard and chart drawers and lockers beneath. A narrow locker for oilskins runs athwartships forward of the table, and the normal quarter berth, mounted a little higher to give extra width, immediately abaft it.

Having skipper chartered the boat for two busy seasons and cruised her to Spain and back, I would not revert to the standard arrangement even if chartering was not planned. Navigating in rough conditions is helped by being able to chock oneself with one’s bottom against the bulkhead while standing at the table, a posture 1 find preferable (having tried both) to sitting at an athwartships table as is the current fashion*. The cabin protects instruments and charts from water down the hatch, while a window opening into the cockpit provides easy helmsman to navigator communication. The inboard face of the bulkhead provides a handy place to hang coats and oilskins - indeed if I had the chance again I would eliminate my oilskin locker in favour of moving the quarter berth 9” (230mm) further forward for extra width and easier accessibility.

Access to the quarter berth is more difficult than in the standard boat, but I have not found it unduly difficult even in rough weather and have never, as skipper, been tempted to the the saloon bunks. The cushion is split fore-and aft, and at sea a leecloth turns it into a tunnel alongside the cockpit - very secure and with a face-level window for ventilation - leaving a very handy place outboard for spare sweaters etc, which can he grabbed in a hurry but are secure until required. Then of course there are the obvious advantages of privacy in harbour, when it will just about make a double if you’re chummy! I can’t think of any drawbacks, except that some would consider it to detract from the feeling of spaciousness in this part of the accommodation.

I have since made several other more minor changes to the boat, including two extra deep sea fiddles to further partition the galley work top and converting the centre section of the saloon table to swing - more perhaps in another newsletter.

ANDY STOTT

(I’ve always found the 31’s aft-facing athwartships chart table very practical and easy to use - what do others think? Ed).

TARKA - ANOTHER VARIATION ON THE STANDARD 31

In January 1980 I bought a bare hull and loose deck from Maltings Boats. My brother-in-law Ron McLaren and I completed constructlon by June 1985, Ron being the boatbuilder and I the labourer. We were fortunate to have two rent-free lorry loading bays of a former jute mill which allowed access to the deck without scaffolding, and I was able to acquire the use of lifting equipment at no charge. During construction we were very thorough and probably overcareful, hence the long building period, but feel we have ended up with a very strong and sound boat.

We made several changes to Holman & Rye’s original design:

1. Changing the windows to allow crew in the forward berths to keep a night-time anchor watch, which means there are five smaller windows on each side of the coachroof - see below;

2. Installing a small opening hatch with a permanent ventilator in the saloon deckhead;

3. Building a permanent folding table in the saloon;

4. Positioning two batteries under the forward berths and the engine battery under the quarter berth;

B. Fitting an extra fuel tank under the coaming in the starboard locker and an extra water tank behind the cooker;

6. Siting the gas bottles in two stainless steel cylinders in the stern, draining through the transom.

While we obtained great satisfaction from building Tarka we would never do it again, and honestly believe that it would have been cheaper to buy the completed boat in 1980 and have an extra five years’ sailing. Should any members want more information regarding our construction methods I shall be pleased to try to be of assistance.

Tarka is moored in Loch Creran in Argyll and our cruising grounds the Western Isles. We’ve had a lot of pleasure from sailing her and are quite used to being overtaken in light winds by all the modern bath tubs! We have yet to see another RUSTLER in these waters.

GORDON ELLIS

Mardon, 77 Carlogie Road, Carnoustie, Scotland DD7 6EX

INTERIORS

It was a pleasure to meet several RUSTLER 31s in the Solent last summer, and my thanks to their owners for welcoming me and my camera aboard.

Wrestler (right) and Eumenides (below) sport the sliding door, bulkhead-mounted table and moulded deckhead of the early RUSTLERS, though Wrestler was built by Anstey Yachts while Eumenides was home completed.

[photos]

Stampede’s paraffin stove and brass lamp are both attractive and practical, though the folding table had to be sacrificed.

Riddance has the most comprehensive navigation station of any RUSTLER 31 that I have seen. It is situated on the port side looking forward.

Sable (left and below) was completed by Anstey Yachts as their racing boat, hut has been much modified by subsequent owners since. Unlike most early RUSTLERS she has a quarter berth and forward-facing chart table to starboard.

[photos]

Stampede (above) was home completed as a charter yacht before going to Holland. I particularly admired the beautiful half model mounted below the companionway.

Riddance (right) is the only 31 I have seen with the galley to starboard. The attractive stained panelling is a feature of this 1980 RUSTLER.

MEDWAY RUSTLER

We purchased hull and deck No 21 from Maltings Boats in 1981, fitted it out over the winter period and launched Medway Rustler in May 1982. I am Berthing Master of the Medway Cruising Club, so our cruising waters are the River Medway and Swale for weekends and the Thames Estuary and East Coast for longer breaks. Summer cruises have been mainly to Holland, though we once visited the South Coast and the Channel Islands.

[photo – propeller]

We made several alterations which differ from the standard design, and which we think have improved it. Regarding propellor problems, I was determined that this boat would have ample power so I decided to install a three-cylinder Yanmar 2Ohp. French of Brightlingsea from whom I bought the engine, and who installed them for Maltings Boats, told me that I would have had cavitation because the apperture was far too small, the propellor too close to the hull and the clearances top and bottom inadequate. My propellor size is 15” (381mm diameter by 13” (330mm) pitch, so I cut out both rudder and hull to increase the apperture to 18” (457mm) by 11” (279mm) giving 1.5” (38mm) clearance at top and bottom. With a clean bottom Medway Rustler will cruise at 6 to 6.5 knots at 2000 revs, and there is no vibration or excessive noise even at 3000 revs.

TOM & MARY APPLETON

(Another modification which the Appletons don’t mention, but which can be seen in the colour photo on the last sheet, is the addition of a fourth window to light the forecabin - an excellent idea. Ed.)

ABOARD THE RUSTICA, DRAGOR HARBOUR, DENMARK

We are the happy owners of a RUSTLER 31 built by Anstey Yachts in 1969. We bought her in Sweden in 1986 a case of love at first sight as she was beautiful and well built and exactly the type of boat we were looking for.

The first winter and spring were spent in preparing her to become our permanent home. When we bought Rustica the port berth was almost wide enough to be a double (and useless as a sea berth) and there was no pilot berth as in the original plan, so we made the port berth into a “U”, moved the table to port to permit two people to pass without chasing one of them up into the bunk, built an aft-facing navigation table and seat and installed a diesel heater at the foot of the starboard berth. We sacrificed the quarterberth to navigate and the starboard berth not to freeze, and the only problem is that now we have only one sea berth.

It can get pretty cold in Sweden, and during the first winter ashore temperatures were regularly down to 10°C below 0° (I remember starting scraping the bottom in 10” (250mm) of snow) so our first preoccupation before moving aboard was naturally to keep warm. The Reflex diesel heater has worked wonderfully and we run it all the time from November to April. The whole boat warms up well, but with the heater 3ft above floor level we do have a temperature gradient between floor and ceiling of at least 15°C when it’s cold outside, so there is a problem with cold feet. The best place to be temperaturewise is in the berth, feet up (with a good book), which is how we spend a great part of the winter.

Another problem when living aboard is condensation. So far this has been our greatest success thanks to plenty of insulation, lots of ventilation and a wonder paint called Kefa Therm which comes from Sweden. This paint absorbs enormous amounts of humidity and is so porous that it releases the humidity once you start ventilating. We painted it on the frame of our forehatch, and are now very seldom woken by drops of water falling on our noses or in our eyes (where they usually hit you). We also painted it on top of the insulation with which we lined the hull and can now leave clothes in the lockers all winter without them getting damp. Quite amazing!

We are mostly moored around Copenhagen and Malmo and have sailed Rustica in Danish and Swedish waters so far, but plan to go to the Shetlands, Orkney, Scotland, Ireland and further on to Brittany, Spain and Portugal. We’ve already been to Scotland in our previous boat an International Folkboat, and loved it. We are certain that crossing the North Sea will be more comfortable in a RUSTLER than in a Folkboat and now also have a wind vane, a Navik, of which we’ll give more details when we’ve tried it out. We plan to go blue water cruising some day, and when we do we will do so in our home - a pretty looking home too. We are now in our third year aboard and the alternative of living ashore gets more and more distant.

BJORN LARSSON & HELLE JERL JENSEN

PS: We have the old plans but do not have the sail plan for the original version - do you know if it exists?

(This would be prior to the mast being moved aft for the Mk II version. If anyone can help I will pass on letters. Ed.)

FORWARD BULKHEAD SUPPORT - A SURVEYOR’S RECOMMENDATION

Before we set off across the Atlantic in 1987 our insurers insisted on a surveyor’s report (Wrestler was then 19 years old) for which we were lucky to engage Mike Pocock, an old friend with serious RUSTLER experience having completed Stampede from kit form in the late 1960s. As we hoped, Wrestler was pronounced generally sound other than one or two minor failures in the grp bonding which were swiftly dealt with.

Mike’s one structural recommendation was to reinforce the bulkhead separating heads and forepeak, two pieces of 3/4” (19mm) plywood with a vertical butt joint running down the centre which were obviously £lexing under load and not providing the stiffening and support they should have done.

On his advice I cut two strips of 1/2” (12.5mm) marine ply, each 2” (25mm) wide by 65” (1.65m) long, and glued them together with Araldite before carefully paring away each end for a tight push fit between sole and deckhead against the offending butt joint, working from the heads side so as not to interfere with the steps in the forecabin. I found I had to remove the heads door and re-position it slightly further into the passageway, and had to cut a niche in the side of the support at both ends to fit the oval door opening, which a squared off towards the end of its taper.

Finally I drilled and countersunk the support to take pairs of 1 1/2” (38mm) No 6 stainless steel woodscrews at 6” (152mm) intervals, gave it a couple of coats of paint, and then Araldited and screwed it to the bulkhead, finishing with filler and a final coat of paint. Three years and at least 12,000nm later we still don’t know if it was necessary or not, but there’s certainly been not a trace of flexing in the bulkhead since.

ANNE HAMMICK

IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE RUSTLER 31:

I’ve always been struck by the variations between 31s, with only the early Anstey boats (of which Wrestler is one) following a relatively standard layout though even then the details and finish vary. However the prospect of the 31 going back into serious production got me thinking - what modifications would I specify if I was having a Wrestler II completed to order?

Some of the following may, unbeknownst to me, have already been incorporated in later boats - do let me know, along with suggestions for further design improvements plus details of modifications which you’ve actually made and now wouldn’t be without.

1. Allowance for a wet oilskin hanging area opposite the head complete with a waterproof curtain to protect the contents of the hanging locker and a slatted floor with drainage to the main bilge.

2. Wrestler’s three batteries lurk beneath the cabin sole forward of the water tank. They would be better in an enclosed locker, but with provision for ventilation when charging. The water tank prevents any moisture (from wet chain etc) draining through into the main bilge, but a narrow-diameter pipe running battery locker through the water tank and into the bilge would overcome this problem.

3. The water tank itself could he divided into two with a linking tap between.

4. The diesel tank is much too small at only 12.5 gallons, Two of at least 20 gallons each and provided with individual taps would vastly increase range under power

5. Both saloon berths could he widened by several inches. A few inches would not be missed from the cabin sole, and the pilot berth could also be trimmed slightly and turned into stowage only - is all it’s really good for anyway. The lockerage behind the bunks is very handy and should be retained.

6. The original folding table is excellent, but the leg needs modification to make it easier to climb behind. My impression of the permanent tables on “dinette style” RUSTLERS is that they are both too small and rather in the way, but to be fair I’ve never lived or sailed with one. What do owners of such boats think?

7. The edges of the sliding hatch leak under pressure, allowing water to spurt in over the chart table and galley. Several of the newer Dutch boats have a flange along the sides which looks practical - again, can anyone tell me how well the idea works?

8. Tim Slessor, until recently owner of Sable, points out that the heel of the rudder is almost flush with the keel and vulnerable in case of grounding. It would gain considerable protection by being raised 3-4” (100mm) immediately aft of the shoe, a point which has also been made concerning the RUSTLER 36 by Andy Stott of Dalua.

9. Several later boats have a fourth window in the forecabin, and Tarka even sports five! - see photo on colour page. A forecabin window seems so logical I can’t imagine why it wasn’t specified by the designer from the word go!

LET’S HAVE YOUR SUGGESTIONS!

KEY TO PICTURES - CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

The 1988 Dutch RUSTLER weekend

Tarka from Scotland, owned by Gordon Ellis and Ron McLaren

Caribou from the East Coast, owned by Frank Beardsell

Riddance of Lelystad in Holland, owned by Jan Meursing

Wrestler of Leigh, often to be found in the Solent, Anne & Liz Hammick

Medway Rustler from the Thames Estuary, owned by Tom & Mary Appleton

Vaniti from Blankenberge in Belgium, Johan & Linda Louwage-Lauwereyns

