The Rustler Association Newsletter No 7

A lot of water has passed under the keel since Newsletter No 6 came out. Wrestler and I are ensconced in Falmouth Yacht Marina for the winter, having come westwards from the Solent for the summer and thought better of returning. We have R36 Jay Dee on one side and a pretty little Francis 26 on the other.

We’re only a couple of miles down the road from Orion Marine’s premises - not entirely chance as my latest venture, in partnership with local boatbuilder Alan Nicholas is to get the RUSTLER 31 back into production. Orion Marine decided that with full order books for the RUSTLER 36 it made no sense to diversify, so we formed Pleiades Yachts and are ready to accept our first order. Knowing the way both sizes of RUSTLER draw envious comments wherever they go, could I ask current 31 owners to tuck away the enclosed copy of our brochure against that day when someone wanders up and says: “nice looking boat - who builds them’?”

It was good to meet so many RUSTLER owners at the Southampton Boat Show where Chris Owen kindly allowed me to join the team aboard Jessamy. As always it was great to put a face to some more of your names, though with RUSTLERS of both sizes now well into three figures I can’t promise to remember everyone. I can guarantee never to forget a boat though. To elaborate on those numbers I have records of sixty-four RUSTLER 31s moulded between 1965 and 1987 while the launch today of One and All for Robert Burdett brought Orion’s tally of RUSTLER 36s people interested in the 31).

Do write and let me know of your doings - where you cruised and what conditions you encountered. I approach each Newsletter with dread, wondering what on earth I’m going to put in it. Then I read over your letters and suddenly the enthusiasm comes flooding back. So do please keep writing - it needn’t be long.  There’s no colour page this time but I hope there will be in Newsletter No 8 (sometime in the first half of 1991) so let me have your favourite pictures. I also hope to reinstate the colour cover, ruled out this time for ‘technical reasons’.

Finally, best wishes for Christmas and the New Year and good sailing in 1991, when I’ll look forward to meeting RUSTLER owners cruising further west.

ANNE HAMMICK

Wrestler of Leigh,<<<name and address removed>>>

PS: To anyone who wonders why I’m suddenly writing in the singular, my sister Liz has been lured away to crew aboard an American-owned Rival 38 - not a bad boat…

BEAUNE DRY IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS

Peter and Angela Thompson wrote after receiving Newsletter No 6:

We took delivery of our Rustler 36 in April 1988, No 011. Now we are about to start our third sailing season with her and remain as enthusiastic as ever about Beaune Dry. Our cruising area is at present restricted by my business commitments to the Normandy and Brittany coasts, the Channel Islands and the West Country. If the last two seasons are anything to go by she will be a ‘crowd puller’ wherever she goes, a sheer delight to sail and, what is more, a luxury weekend home! She has teak decks which we believe set off her lines to perfection, while her varnished teak-rimmed wheel and a discreet amount of varnished teak around the cockpit and grab rails draw admiring glances at anchor or under way. She has stainless steel ‘granny bars’ at the mast which make working on deck even in rough weather a reassuring task, and her fairly complex electrical systems continue to work faultlessly, a great credit to her building quality.

We totally agree with the views expressed in Newsletter No 6 regarding an appreciation of the ‘quality of life’ imparted by what is by today’s standards, a heavy displacement boat. However it must also be said that, with her excellent suit of South West Sails, she seldom appears to give second best in speed to the modern flat bottomed brigade. We have made some fast passages, including a 7.5 knot average from Poole to Alderney in F5 gusting 6 just forward of the beam and a lively sea during Beaune Dry’s first season. My log entries for the trip will, I am sure, invoke memories in those who know Braye Harbour well:

“A bright cloudy day with only a few blue patches of sky breaking through the cloud, south-west F5 with regular F6 gusts, full genoa full main today, close reaching and overcanvassed in the gusts with weather helm to match, though some due to the lumpy quartering seas. The exhilaration makes me hold on without reefing as I watch the powerful curling wake and the lee rail disappear. Wind strength at the top of the forecast, but the weather showing no signs of deteriorating further - but then neither is the wind moderating. Seas bigger outside Braye on the harbour approach and both glad to get in, although Beaune Dry did not appear to share our anxiety.

The fun really started on the buoy allotted to us by the harbour master, on the south-eastern fringe with the yawning entrance in full view. I am trying to write this log with the boat being thrown all over the harbour, the mast gyrating wildly above me, and the bows behaving like an unbroken stallion at a rodeo show. Angela somehow managed to cook a meal but needed at least three hands to stop saucepans, plates and food all going in different directions at once. Dinner was ‘eat it before it lands on your lap’, and standing up an impossibility without holding on with both hands. Forecast no better for tomorrow, holiday weather par for the course!”

After a restless night, the conditions next morning were if anything worse. We slipped the buoy as soon as the Race was ready for us, and headed for the sanctuary of St Peter Port. The log continues:

“Hurried preparations made to depart with the tide. To hell with the forecast, to hell with the Alderney Race, to hell with whether or not St Peter Port might be full - we’re leaving. Two reefs in the main and a partly rolled genoa down the Race. The seas have built up overnight but we hardly notice, compared to the rolling on the buoy the motion is so delightfully smooth under sail.”

As is evident from the above I had trouble during the first season with my judgement on reefing and either tended to reef too much or to hang on too long. The former made her boringly slow; the latter induced tiring weather helm. For some reason I made too little use of the first reef which would, on that Channel crossing, have eased the helm without any detrimental effect the speed. Nothing short of sitting under a tree would have eased the discomfort on the buoy!

*
*
*
*
*

FOR SALE : RUSTLER 36 MAINSAIL

Almost new, a well cut and fabricated sail. £300. Phone Alex Parker on 0372 58979 (Surrey).

NEWS FROM ORION MARINE

Managing Director Chris Owen writes:

My first year with Orion Marine saw us working through orders taken at the 1989 Southampton Boat Show. With nine out of the eleven boats being full fit-outs the backlog took us right through to October this year, all the completed boats having very high specifications including teak decks and lots of electrics and electronics. Certainly we weren’t complaining - only those customers who had to wait for their boats were irritated, but this never lasted long once they saw their finished yacht!

Four of these RUSTLER 36s went abroad almost immediately, plus a fifth to a Guernsey resident. One export order was for France, and we also completed our first boat for a Spanish owner. We heard from Jose Moran of Mojito on arrival at Vigo after an apparently very rough Biscay crossing: “The trip from Falmouth to Spain was good. The first and second day we had strong wind, south-westerly so we sailed close to the wind with high waves, but the boat behaved wonderfully and she passed the exam brilliantly. When you are inside the boat you never suspect the storm you have outside, she is really gentle”.

One young couple, Andy Oates and Beverley Urquhart, left for the Mediterranean aboard Another Bold Venture with a delivery skipper, having had only a couple of weeks sailing experience and with a six month old baby aboard. Hearing from them recently they had nothing but praise for the sailing characteristics of their RUSTLER 36 and have already put some 3,500 miles on the log in less than six months.

Amongst recent departures were Graham and Katrina Sewell, Australian passport holders, who took off in Songline in early October to travel through the French canals to the Med and then who knows where! They specified our first coloured hull, in oxford blue with teak decks and white sprayhood and coachroof - a real eyecatcher. We’ve heard from them twice, once outside Paris, where “faced with freezing temperatures, rivers in flood, winds gusting at 100km and sharing locks with 2000 tonnes barges she has never flinched or floundered”. We had a second letter this week from the Lyon area, to say they are looking forward to reaching Marseilles and sailing again.

1991 looks like being another good year for exports. We are currently building our first RUSTLER 36 for Italian owners, and the one after that is for France. While the UK is suffering a severe downturn in general new boat orders there’s still movement in the more specialised end of the semi-custom built market.

Orion Marine (Falmouth) Ltd would like to wish all RUSTLER 36 owners and future hopeful owners a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. Please keep up the fantastic job you all do in enthusing over the RUSTLER 36 to others. Thank you.
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Sailing with Chris Owen aboard Wrestler of Leigh earlier this year.

SKEBAWN

[photos]

Bill Morris’ Skebawn is undoubtedly one of the most handsome RUSTLER 31s I’ve ever seen. She was moulded by Maltings Boats in 1982 and completed for her owner by an ex-professional boatbuilder - and it shows!

Her teak decks and cabintop are recessed into the moulding (the dark areas are damp patches, not stray mastic)

[photos]

Batteries are housed under the chart table seat, with the switch and monitoring panel set inboard. Skebawn is panelled and varnished throughout, including the deckhead.

Engine access is superb - not only does the tool tray under the hinged step lift out, but both side panels are also removable. It comes as no surprise to learn than Bill Morris is an architect by profession.

STABLE SABLE

R31 Sable (No 25, 1968) seems to have featured in more Newsletters than any other boat - even Wrestler. Newsletter No 1 circulated in the summer of 1986, included a piece by Paul Anstey, son of Russell Anstey, about the early days of RUSTLER 31 building in Poole. In it he mentions Sable (then called Stetson) as “one of the last Rustlers we built. She had a slightly lighter hull, a double spreader rigged fibreglass mast and a custom interior. We built her specifically to race and she did quite well, certainly better than could have been expected as she was competing with the new breed of fin keel boats.”

In 1975 Sable was bought by Edward Hughes, who described her at that time as “a spartan racer with seven berths; two pipecots forward, two settees and two pilot berths and a quarter berth. The galley had no sink, just a cooker on a shelf.” He continued, “I completely rebuilt the accommodation with a conventional five berth layout and fitted a big Sabb diesel. She is now a very comfortable cruiser in which my wife and I have cruised the Western Channel for the last ten years. We find her an excellent sea boat, easily handled and still with a fair turn of speed.”

However Sable was shortly to change hands again, and Tim and Janet Slessor sailed her for three years out of Portsmouth before succumbing to the temptation of a slightly larger Holman & Pye design. During this time she survived being stolen and sailed to Holland by a young Swede (see Newsletter 5). Then about this time last year the Association was able to help Tim and Janet find new owners for her, Roger and Penny Bennee having contacted me a few weeks previously to say that they were looking for a RUSTLER 31. I was not altogether surprised to hear that she sold herself within a matter of days. Several phone calls and letters culminated with my meeting the Bennees at Southampton Boat Show this year, so let Roger take up the story:

You asked at the Show how it was we decided on a RUSTLER 31. Penny and I had agreed that when the children were adult we would buy a deep-keeled boat and spend more time afloat, but that we must have at least the same room as in our 26ft Westerly Centaur. During the early 1960s I had seen an friend’s boat called Whiplash, and in 1989 learned that being a Northsea 24, Whiplash was the wooden version of the RUSTLER 31. Later that decade another yacht club member owned Wrestler of Leigh. I liked both these boats very much and determined to own a similar yacht one day. So when Penny and I drew up our shortlist the R31 was at the top of it.

We only went to view two R31s. The first had a pilot berth which made the cabin very cosy, but after the Centaur it felt small. We spent a long time on this boat knowing we wanted it, but there was not enough internal space so our boat file was put away. Then a few weeks later details of Sable arrived in the post one Saturday morning. I felt quite ill as the boat looked so very good but our previous experience presented a big problem until I read the details and noticed the lack of a pilot berth (Sable’s saloon berths are 23in wide) so Penny persuaded me to go to Gosport the following day. We agreed on the way that we would not make an offer but would go home and think about it. When I stood in the cockpit and looked inside, I thought to myself “if we don’t purchase Sable then we’ll never be happy with another boat”. Penny and I spent two hours looking all over her and quite clearly both our intentions not to make an offer were being slowly eroded. The rest is history.

Now we are nearly at the end of what for us has been an excellent sailing season. We’ve motored and sailed Sable in everything from light airs to winds of over 35 knots apparent and she has behaved without fault. We have never sailed such a fine all-round yacht, though parking in marinas is quite interesting. This summer we’ve seen or spoken on the VHF to about a dozen R31s and been on board three - my, how they vary. One P31 we found not to be on the list was Pangalactic GB, a very unusual R31 with a very neat interior.

We do like the GRP mast. It’s very quiet and has a very kind bending/dumping movement, and I like the way the mainsail stabilizes after a strong gust. It’s about 37ft 6in tall, which is 1ft 3in more than standard, and the mainsail is much higher aspect than on other RUSTLERS. The mainsheet is too long so I’ve hung a wire strop from the boom end, saving about l2ft of rope In the cockpit when sailing to weather, Sable has Rotostay headsail reefing and the Gowan genoa we had made for her this August is a very fine sail - strong and much more powerful than the sails that caine with her, and it keeps a good shape when furled. The headsail furler has to have a wire halyard, but I don’t like handling this when it gets spikey so have fitted about 9in of plastic tube at each end of the halyard wire.

Sable came out of the water yesterday at the Dauntless Yard in Canvey Island, Essex. She is due for a major refit, and the man who built her hull will be respraying her with Awlgrip this winter. The crane showed her weight to be over 7 tons, and as the designed weight of the P31 is 5.7 tons I wonder if perhaps she had extra weight in the keel? Sable gives us a very good and satisfied feeling - so solid and stable that she’s earned the nickname Stable Sable.

ARIAN: A LONG-TERM PROJECT

We heard from Jeff Owen of Dinas Powis in South Glamorgan in March, and I subsequently met him at Southampton Boat Show:

I was delighted to receive details of the Rustler Association. I have RUSTLER 36 Hull No 15 under construction, bought from Orion Marine on 19th July 1988 and likely to take about another two years to complete. I shall name her Arlan, and probably, and probably base her in South Wales where marinas are gradually coming. It not an attractive proposition to have her on harbour mud moorings hereabouts - with our tidal range and crowded harbours a degree of damage is a regular occurrence.

I bought her with a Yanmar diesel already installed, and with all metal parts (pulpit/tanks/bow fittings) and a selection of furniture ‘fronts’ (cheaper than making them from blank timber, arid of course with a considerable saving in time). With my father-in-law producing a hoard of 50-year-old teak from his garden shed I’ve been able to indulge in a laid teak cockpit and deck, and use solid teak for the main components of a full-size chart table and the drawers below it, plus the drawer I’ve put below the saloon berths. I’ve also extensively modified the standard locker fronts configuration above the settee berths. The quarter berth has been reduced to 24in width with a wet locker outboard and a storage bin aft of that, to form the outer wall of the berth.

Inside, nothing has been started forward of the main bulkhead yet - I anticipate that occupying 1991! However externally she is almost complete on deck, although I’ve recently decided to cut the foredeck to install an anchor well over the forepeak bulkhead. This should bring the weight of the anchor about 6ft further aft and cut down windage forward. It should also prove to be an interesting constructional exercise.

I’d be happy to talk about the project with other home builders, and have both a stage-by-stage photo record of my own work so far and an extensive set of pictures of Orion-built boats taken during visits to Falmouth, both of which I’d be willing to lend. I can be contacted on 0222 512074.

[plan]

AND FURTHER NORTH …

Steve Street from Lancashire is another home builder who wrote to us back in July:

I bought a RUSTLER 36 hull and deck from Orion Marine in December 1988, and am about three-quarters of the way through completing her. I’ve been working on the laid teak decks this summer and will go back inside as autumn approaches - my next job is the installation of the engine, a Perkins 3Ohp. I hope to launch in the spring of 1991 at Liverpool, before sailing her up to the Western Isles where she will be berthed.

I’ve made numerous changes to the original specification which might be of interest to other home builders, and would be pleased to let anyone inspect my work so far. I’d also be keen to hear from other owners/builders for further ideas.

Steve Street, <<<address removed>>>

.

MOULDING A RUSTLER 36
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The deck is moulded upside down. it is lifted by crane and later swung upright for fitting.
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The butterfly emerges from her chrysalis...
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One option suggested by Orion Marine is to fit a GRP shoe under the base of the keel.

VAQUERO DEL SUR

Alan Robinson wrote to tell us how he finally achieved his ambition of owning a RUSTLER 31:

Following months of perusing the ‘Yachts Far Sale’ columns of the yachting press in search of a RUSTLER 31, I could scarely believe my eyes when one appeared in the December 1988 issue of Yachting Monthly, lying at Tucker Brown’s Burnham Marina on the River Crouch and so almost on my doorstep. I immediately arranged an appointment to view. On arrival at the yard the following day I was assured that I would not be disappointed, and indeed such was the case - Vaquero del Sur was, apart from normal end of season cosmetic shortcomings, in immaculate condition for a craft of her age, having been built by Maltings of Battlebridge in 1980. After careful examination I put down a 10% deposit subject to satisfactory survey, to be carried out by Alan F Hill.

It was 5th January before the survey report reached me. It largely confirmed my opinion of Vaquero, though there were two defects subsequently remedied at the seller’s expense - the rudder was cracked open at the lower end and at the after joint around the waterline, and there was a 9in longitudinal crack in the gel coat to starboard above the lower pintle. After a full sailing season including some hard use these repairs show no signs of deterioration. Other minor details noted by the surveyor were remedied at the time, but a further two had to await the winter lay-up, and thereby hangs a tale!

The 10 gallon fuel tank was of lorry type and totally unsuitable for marine use, being extensively corroded in way of the bearers. Also, the stainless steel mixing chamber of the exhaust system leaked severely, and with the Bukh 2Ohp diesel running at 2200 revs almost as much sea water was injected into the bilges as was ejected through the transom. The entire exhaust assembly was discarded and replaced by a Vetus watertrap, muffler and gooseneck. Removing the fuel tank required a little more effort. It was glassed to the bearers and various other fastenings, and the contortions necessary to unseat it would have done credit to a circus performer. It was eventually detached by a mighty kick, and removal from the engine compartment and starboard cockpit locker proved easier than I had anticipated.

Despite the engine handbook recommending renewal of the stuffing box hose at three-yearly intervals, access to perform this service can only be obtained by first removing both fuel tank and propeller shaft which itself necessitates removal of the rudder - a short sentence which embraces hours of frustrating labour grazed knuckles and massive bruises, whilst cramped into a space initially regarded as insufficient to contain a human frame. There were eight badly rusted nuts to free, four on the shaft securing block plus four more on the coupling. The former were the most obstinate, the cramped environment preventing my spanners getting a proper purchase, and I was unable to shift them even after liberal applications of releasing oil. In desperation a nut splitter was purchased, though this also proved difficult to use with the blade seemingly determined to twist out of the cutting position. Eventually the nuts were freed, and with great elation the rudder removed and the shaft at last drawn.

Once revealed the shaft was viewed with dismay, considerable wear showing around the position of the forward oil seal as well as extensive erosion in way of the sterntube. The Suffolk Yacht Harbour engineer, when shown the shaft, derisively described the metal as ‘stainless iron’, expressing the opinion that this was common in Scandinavian assemblies. Whatever the composition of the metal it was irresistably attractive to a magnet suspended nearby. The stern gland holding the cutless bearing bore the marks of inexpert attention with stilson jaw scoring on one side and unmistakable signs of having been attacked with a cold chisel on the other, and was so distorted as to he near rectangular in shape rather than rounded. The engineer remedied the defect by cutting out the damaged portion of stern gland, and then tapping and screwing in a new piece to take the cutless bearing.

Finally the object of the exercise, the stuffing box, was reached. The forward oil seal was revealed as badly mangled and the after one, though intact, held in place only by an angular ring of rusted metal. Both were renewed along with the rubber hose although the original appeared to be still be good condition. Replacing the shaft and its components using new fastenings was a comparatively easy task having previously mastered the technique of inserting my body into the restricted space.

After careful consideration, and mistrusting stainless steel welding following the experience of the exhaust mixing howl, I opted for a Vetus heavy guage polyethylene 90 litre fuel tank, supplied complete with all fittings including securing strops. Fitting the new tank was approached with some trepidation, as it was fully twice the volume of the original and despite careful measurement before purchase there remained the small matter of introducing the unit into the allotted space. With much clambering from one cockpit locker to the other the tank was finally coaxed into position and at least if it ever does break adrift from its fastenings there’s very little space for it to travel far.

The final task was to renew the enginebox sound proofing. The existing facing was made from absorbent rubber foam which over the years had become impregnated with oil, and as well as being messy to work against and stinking abominably when warm it represented a potential fire hazard. Removal of the old material proved easier than anticipated due to it not having been particularly well fixed to begin with. I replaced it with proofing supplied by Halyard Marine, one box containing more than enough for the purpose, attaching it with Dunlop Thixofix contact adhesive.

With the ordeal over, and secure in the knowledge that Vaquero del Sur is equipped with a fully efficient propulsion system, my enthusiasm for her remains undiminished. The remainder of the vessel is so superbly fitted out that it is inconceivable why such substandard work should have been revealed, but what really annoys me is that I scarcely use the engine except to manoeuvre into and out of the marina berth. After many years afloat the sailing qualities of the RUSTLER 31 are the finest I have ever experienced - my only regret is that it took me so long to discover the design.

*
*
*
*
*
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Observant RUSTLER 31 owners may have noticed the photo of Wrestler of Leigh gracing the cover of my recent book, OCEAN CRUISING ON A BUDGET, and as one might expect the design gets a well deserved plug in its pages.

What is perhaps less usual is that nearly all the writing was done on board last winter - both my word processor and printer run off 12 volt - so when inspiration f1agged I had only to take a wander around her decks to come up with the next topic or three. Thanks, old girl.

R31 FELICITY, LAUNCHED 13TH DEC 1990
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Her laminated tiller is a work of art. The lazarette area freed by taking the tiller above the counter has been utilised as a bottled gas locker.

Felicity is one of the relatively few RUSTLER 31s moulded by Orion Marine in the late 1980s, and represented three years’ work for owner Stuart Taylor. We went to visit I during the summer, when I took these photos.

[photos]

With five opening ports on each side ventilation will not be a problem!

In order to fit a quarter berth on the starboard side, Stuart Taylor has retained the standard aft-facing seat but designed a sliding chart table over the head of the berth.

LIS NA MARA

Susie Quinn and Uli Matthiesen wrote to the Association in the spring after receiving Newsletter No 6:

We own RUSTLER 36 No 23 Lis na Mara, built by Orion Marine in 1989. She is based in the German port of Moeltenort (Kiel), and we are normally to be found sailing the German Baltic coast or the southern Danish islands of Langeland, Aero, Fun etc. To our knowledge Lis na Mara is the only RUSTLER 36 in Germany at the moment but it can only he a matter of time before she has a sistership here in the Baltic. Our arrival here last year with a previously ‘unknown’ boat generated considerable interest, though thus far most potential owners seem somewhat put off by the prospect of buying a boat in a foreign country. Not only the distance, but also the language barrier and the Sadler affair have made people cautious here.*

We had a wonderful maiden voyage with Lis na Mara last summer (1989). After leaving Falmouth in beautifully sunny weather our passage took in the Scilly Isles, Arklow, Dublin (my home town), Belfast, Kintyre, the Crinan and Caledonian Canals, Inverness, Fraserburgh, the Limfjord and numerous Danish islands. We met several other 36s and 31s, and everywhere we went people were interested in Lis na Maya, though the Irish and Scots had some difficulty in figuring out the connection between the Cornish Rustler, the German flag and the Gaelic name (which means Haven on the Sea). We only had five weeks and regretted not having more time, particularly in Scotland, but maybe we’ll have the chance to visit again. This summer (1990) we hope to visit Holland and the Friesian islands, and possibly also France and Britain, depending on the weather and the prevailing winds.

*Orion have built several yachts for foreign owners over the past year - see “News from Orion Marine”.
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Lis na Mara - the first RUSTLER 36 to be sailing Baltic waters. How long before she has a German sistership?

FOR SALE: RUSTLER 31 TALU

Do you have a friend who deserves a RUSTLER 31?

After sixteen years of ownership Commander David Cox has regretfully decided to sell Talu, launched in 1966 and the fifth RUSTLER 31 built by Russell Anstey Yachts of Poole. She has been lovingly maintained over the years and was classed 100A1 at Lloyds until 1984. Her GRP spars are original, but she had a new Bukh 2Ohp diesel in 1981 and her standing rigging was replaced in 1985.

Talu is for sale with an exceptionally full inventory. She has nine sails including spinnaker; Decca; B&G instruments including depth sounder, log, wind direction and RDF; calor stove with oven; Isotherm fridge; dinghy plus outboard and liferaft. The list of her other equipment, which covers two pages and seems to include pretty well everything the well-equipped boat might desire, is available either from the Association or direct from Commander DNA Cox, Forest Gate, Denmead, Portsmouth P07 6EX.

Talu is lying at Gosport, though much of her gear is ashore for winter storage. Her asking price of £18,000 seems very reasonable.

*
*
*
*
*

RUSTLER’S MOON

We heard from Lesley and Fred James in August:

Thank you for Newsletter No 6 - had it arrived two days earlier it would have saved us the embarrassment of asking the Landys of Duette whether they had sailed anywhere interesting! We met them for the first time in the winter at Maylandsea where Rustler’s Moon was then berthed (we are now based on the River Crouch).

Rustler’s Moon has just returned from her annual trek to Holland, where we met the Meursing family aboard Riddance while waiting for the bridge over the Haringvliet to open. They were starting out for the East Coast of the UK and we were able to give them the East Coast Rivers book to help them avoid the shoals. (Jan and Piet Meursing tell me that unfortunately strong westerlies prevented Riddance reaching her objective - maybe next year?)

Rustler’s Moon is now in her seventh full season since we launched and we enjoy RUSTLER sailing more each year. This year she has gained a spray hood and cockpit dodgers and a spi-squeezer to tame the kite. Can there possibly be anything else she needs - Yes!

*
*
*
*
*
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A novel way of connecting the Aries self-steering gear aboard R31 Barnacle Goose.

WINDRACE

Furthest afield of all Rustler Association members is Robert Lowe, who wrote from the Bay of Islands, New Zealand:

My RUSTLER 36 Windrace was the second to be completed by Tucker Brown in 1983, and our maiden voyage started from Burnham-on-Crouch In December that year to avoid paying VAT. The first half of our intended circumnavigation ended in New Zealand in 1984 and the second half may not start for a few years yet. We have sailed Windrace about 29,000 miles, mostly in the tropics, and have also crossed the Tasman Sea six times and visited the Great Barrier Reef.
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Windrace is probably the only RUSTLER 36 with a solid doghouse, replacing the earlier sprayhood washed away in the Tasman Sea. While building the doghouse I took the opportunity to move the mainsheet traveller out of the cockpit and mount it overhead on the doghouse roof. The doghouse results in a much more usable cockpit, and a vessel which adapts easily either to life in tropical anchorages or to heavy weather sailing in more comfort.

I enclose a couple of photos taken on our mooring in Parekura Bay in the Bay of Islands. Our house overlooks it and visitors are welcome. Perhaps a frustrated RUSTLER owner gale-bound in a northern winter might like to try it here - February is the best month, with March a close second!

NOW YOU SEE IT. NOW YOU DON’T

[photo]

Her bulkhead-mounted paraffin heater prevents R31 Barnacle Goose from sporting the standard folding table.
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First it folds out, then twists through 180˚, and finally up come the leaves, supported by a crossbar. Ingenious!

RUSTLER 31 FEATURED IN YACHTING WORLD

Some owners may have seen the very nice article about the RUSTLER 31 carried in this month’s edition of Yachting World. I casually mentioned to one of their editorial staff that, to the best of my knowledge the RUSTLER 31 had been in production longer than any other GRP design, and before I knew it they decided to include her in their “Test of Time” series. Needless to say I didn’t argue, particularly when they decided to feature Wrestler on the basis that, again to the best of my knowledge, she’s sailed further than any of her sisters. I was sorely tempted to include a photocopy of their article in this Newsletter, but eventually modesty prevailed!

*
*
*
*
*

CALYPSO - THE ONLY RUSTLER 31 IN FRANCE?

I’ve known for several years that R31 Calypso was lying on the north-west coast of France, but have been unable to trace her owner. Then in August Jan and Piet Meursing of Riddance spotted her ashore at the Yacht Club de la Mer du Nord in Dunkerque, at which time she was for sale. Subsequent efforts to get in touch via the yacht club have also drawn blank. Should you meet up with Calypso do please give her new owner details of the Association, or even better, get his name and address and forward it to me. A surprising number of previously untraced RUSTLER owners have heard of the Association by this means. Many thanks.

*
*
*
*
*

SNIPPETS

Through sheer coincidence R36 One and All, built by Orion Marine for Robert Burdett, and R31 Felicity, home completed by FS Taylor over the past three years, were launched within hours of each other in Falmouth yesterday. (The observant will notice that it’s twenty-four hours since I wrote the editorial). Fair winds and good sailing to both of them.

R31 Decade (Maltings No 10, 1980/84) changed hands early this year, and is now called Biddy. New owner Campbell Gardner comes from South Queensferry, Scotland.

R36 Jessamy, owned by Roddy Innes, represented Orion Marine at Southampton Boat Show this year and drew appreciative comments from all who came aboard.

Jan and Piet Meursing of R31 Riddance tell me that the Dutch RUSTLER gathering at the Ysselmeer in June was a great success. The only British yacht to make it to Holland was R31 Sundance (Geoff Wardle and Jamie Thompson), though they later met R31 Rustler’s Moon (Lesley and Fred James) in Zeeland.

R31 Aisling (No 31, 1969) is now owned by Mike Bougard of Suffolk and will be based in Southwold from 1991.

Chris and Cristabel Gwyn-Evans took delivery of R36 Galliard of Lymington in October this year and were delighted with her performance during acceptance trials in near gale-force winds before leaving on passage home to Lymington.

R31 Laetitia (No 23, 1968) has recently been bought by Dr Gillian Clarance of Yelverton in Devon, who plans to keep her in Sutton Harbour, Plymouth.

Falmouth-based R36 Jay Dee owned by Derek Hewett took part in the Sailing for the Blind week organised by the RYA and Royal Cornwall YC in July.

R31 Fair Trial (No 30, 1969) ex-Gruss Gott is currently on the market. Owner Robin Roebuck can be contacted through the Association.

Visitors to Falmouth this summer included R36s Dalua from West Cork (Andy and Sheila Stott) and Vivage from Den Oever, Holland (Gerard and Carla Tavenier), plus British R31s Barnacle Goose (James and Mary Wrigley), Callisto (Sandy and Winkie Watson) and Skebawn (Bill Morris).

